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For courses in Public Policy

An introduction to public policy that helps students learn how to think
critically about politics.
Understanding Public Policy provides an introduction to the study of public
policy, as well as an overview of the models that political scientists use to
describe and explain political life. Offering students the tools needed to analyze
public policy, author Thomas Dye highlights why governments pursue particular
policies, and helps students understand the consequences of these policy choices.
The fifteenth edition has been updated to reflect the key issues that have defined
President Obama’s second term, with plenty of examples drawn from the
headlines to help students see how public policy affects their own lives.
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Editorial Review

Review

 
“I would describe this textbook as a textbook that provides a lot of information in a succinct, easy to
understand format. This textbook provides a sound link between theory and actual public policies thus
providing a well-rounded text for an introduction to public policy course.” –Jessica Ice, Florida State
University
 
“It has an excellent, well-balanced coverage of the key issues that challenge our government. I would add
that I admire it has been kept current as civilization and governance evolve.”—Minzi Su , Tennessee  State
University
 
“The primary advantage of this book is the application of theories to different public policy areas. I find it an
excellent opportunity to teach students about empirical approach in public policy: posing their own
hypotheses and selecting theories that suit best their favorite public policy topics.” –Olga Smirnova, East
Carolina University
 
The main strengths of the book include overall comprehension, cohesiveness, and use of theories. Each
chapter managers to cover a wide array of related concepts, and is densely packed with information. Yet, this
is done with articulate brevity. My favorite aspect of this textbook is the use of different theories which
makes this textbook an excellent tool to teach students how to empirically test theories.” –Olga Smirnova,
East Carolina University
 
 

About the Author
Thomas R. Dye, Emeritus McKenzie Professor of Government at Florida State University, regularly taught
large introductory classes in American politics. He received his B. A. and M. A. degrees from Pennsylvania
State University and his Ph. D. degree from the University of Pennsylvania. He is the author of numerous
books and articles on American government and public policy, including The Irony of Democracy; Politics
in States and Communities; Understanding Public Policy; Who’s Running America?; American Politics in
the Media Age; Power in Society; Politics, Economics, and the Public; and American Federalism:
Competition Among Governments. His books have been translated into many languages, including Russian
and Chinese, and published abroad. Dye has served as president of the Southern Political Science
Association, president of the Policy Studies Organization, and secretary of the American Political Science
Association. He has taught at the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Wisconsin, and the
University of Georgia, and served as a visiting scholar at Bar-Ilan University, Israel; the Brookings
Institution in Washington, D. C.; and elsewhere. He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Omicron Delta Kappa,
and Phi Kappa Phi and is listed in most major biographical directories.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Thomas Tritt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Understanding Public Policy (15th Edition). Try to stumble through book
Understanding Public Policy (15th Edition) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jose Lloyd:

This book untitled Understanding Public Policy (15th Edition) to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Irma Cook:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
read. Understanding Public Policy (15th Edition) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually
who have those short free time problems.

Elaine Sitz:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Understanding Public Policy
(15th Edition) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and
go through it. Beside that the book Understanding Public Policy (15th Edition) can to be your friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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