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The Third Man Factor is an extraordinary account of how people at the very edge
of death often sense an unseen presence beside them who encourages them to
make one final effort to survive. This incorporeal being offers a feeling of hope,
protection, and guidance, and leaves the person convinced he or she is not alone.
There is a name for this phenomenon: it’s called the Third Man Factor.

If only a handful of people had ever encountered the Third Man, it might be
dismissed as an unusual delusion shared by a few overstressed minds. But over
the years, the experience has occurred again and again, to 9/11 survivors,
mountaineers, divers, polar explorers, prisoners of war, sailors, shipwreck
survivors, aviators, and astronauts. All have escaped traumatic events only to tell
strikingly similar stories of having sensed the close presence of a helper or
guardian. The force has been explained as everything from hallucination to
divine intervention. Recent neurological research suggests something else.

Bestselling and award-winning author John Geiger has completed six years of
physiological, psychological, and historical research on the Third Man. He
blends his analysis with compelling human stories such as that of Ron
DiFrancesco, the last survivor to escape the World Trade Center on 9/11; Ernest
Shackleton, the legendary explorer whose account of the Third Man inspired T.
S. Eliot to write of it in The Waste Land; Jerry Linenger, a NASA astronaut who
experienced the Third Man while aboard the Mir space station—and many more.

Fascinating for any reader, The Third Man Factor at last explains this secret to
survival, a Third Man who—in the words of famed climber Reinhold
Messner—“leads you out of the impossible.”
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The Third Man Factor is an extraordinary account of how people at the very edge of death often sense an
unseen presence beside them who encourages them to make one final effort to survive. This incorporeal
being offers a feeling of hope, protection, and guidance, and leaves the person convinced he or she is not
alone. There is a name for this phenomenon: it’s called the Third Man Factor.

If only a handful of people had ever encountered the Third Man, it might be dismissed as an unusual
delusion shared by a few overstressed minds. But over the years, the experience has occurred again and
again, to 9/11 survivors, mountaineers, divers, polar explorers, prisoners of war, sailors, shipwreck survivors,
aviators, and astronauts. All have escaped traumatic events only to tell strikingly similar stories of having
sensed the close presence of a helper or guardian. The force has been explained as everything from
hallucination to divine intervention. Recent neurological research suggests something else.

Bestselling and award-winning author John Geiger has completed six years of physiological, psychological,
and historical research on the Third Man. He blends his analysis with compelling human stories such as that
of Ron DiFrancesco, the last survivor to escape the World Trade Center on 9/11; Ernest Shackleton, the
legendary explorer whose account of the Third Man inspired T. S. Eliot to write of it in The Waste Land;
Jerry Linenger, a NASA astronaut who experienced the Third Man while aboard the Mir space station—and
many more.

Fascinating for any reader, The Third Man Factor at last explains this secret to survival, a Third Man
who—in the words of famed climber Reinhold Messner—“leads you out of the impossible.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A scientific mystery or divine intervention is how Geiger, the editorial board editor at the Globe and Mail
and author of Frozen in Time, describes The Third Man Factor, the human knack of facing deprivation and
possible death with an unseen presence pointing the path to survival. He researched these visitations for six
years, chronicling their history in harrowing life-and-death events with mountaineers, sailors, divers, aviators
and polar explorers. It is to Geiger's credit that he stresses the very human need to endure and survive
through critical times in the included anecdotes over the sometimes convoluted scientific jargon, especially
the gripping tales of the last 9/11 survivor Ron DiFrancesco, NASA astronaut Jerry Linenger aboard the Mir
space station and merchant seaman Kenneth Cooke, who paddled in shark-infested waters. Whether this
guardian angel factor is neurological or divine, Geiger's fresh, insightful book will tell readers things that are
not easily explainable, but no less real for that. (Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"With an irresistible blend of harrowing anecdotes and hard science, John Geiger unravels the mystery of
how the mind copes under extreme duress and in the process sheds fresh light on what it is to be human. A
compelling, moving read." -- Author of In Pursuit of Slow and Under Pressure "Carl Honore"

"There is a curious force capable of guiding the destiny of men and women in extreme peril and John Geiger
knows what it is." -- Explorer-in-residence at the National Geographic Society and author of The
Serpent and the Rainbo "Wade Davis"

"Riveting...truly revelatory...an important book" -- The Explorers Journal

About the Author

John Geiger is the award-winning author of four non-fiction books, including the international bestseller
Frozen in Time: The Fate of the Franklin Expedition. He is editorial board editor at The Globe and Mail. He
is a fellow of the Explorer’s Club, New York, and governor of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society and
chair of the Society’s Expeditions Committee. His work has been translated into nine languages. He lives in
Toronto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Victor Kohlmeier:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Third Man Factor: Surviving the Impossible will
make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?



Angela Gagne:

Here thing why that The Third Man Factor: Surviving the Impossible are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as yummy as food or not. The Third Man Factor: Surviving the Impossible giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Third Man
Factor: Surviving the Impossible. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Third Man Factor: Surviving the
Impossible in e-book can be your alternative.

Deborah Hart:

The Third Man Factor: Surviving the Impossible can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Third Man Factor: Surviving
the Impossible however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Carolyn Rolon:

This The Third Man Factor: Surviving the Impossible is brand new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Third Man Factor:
Surviving the Impossible can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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