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On August 20, 1968, tens of thousands of Soviet and East European ground and
air forces moved into Czechoslovakia and occupied the country in an attempt to
end the "Prague Spring" reforms and restore an orthodox Communist regime.
The leader of the Soviet Communist Party, Leonid Brezhnev, was initially
reluctant to use military force and tried to pressure his counterpart in
Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubcek, to crack down. But during the summer of
1968, after several months of careful deliberations, the Soviet Politburo finally
decide that military force was the only option left. A large invading force of
Soviet, Polish, Hungarian, and Bulgarian troops received final orders to move
into Czechoslovakia; within 24 hours they had established complete military
control of Czechoslovakia, bringing an end to hopes for "socialism with a human
face."

Dubcek and most of the other Czechoslovak reformers were temporarily restored
to power, but their role from late August 1968 through April 1969 was to reverse
many of the reforms that had been adopted. In April 1969, Dubchek was forced
to step down for good, bringing a final end to the Prague Spring. Soviet leaders
justified the invasion of Czechoslovakia by claiming that "the fate of any
socialist country is the common affair of all socialist countries" and that the
Soviet Union had both a "right" and a "sacred duty" to "defend socialism" in
Czechoslovakia. The invasion caused some divisions within the Communist
world, but overall the use of large-scale force proved remarkably successful in
achieving Soviet goals. The United States and its NATO allies protested but
refrained from direct military action and covert operations to counter the Soviet-
led incursion into Czechoslovakia.

The essays of a dozen leading European and American Cold War historians
analyze this turning point in the Cold War in light of new documentary evidence
from the archives of two dozen countries and explain what happened behind the
scenes. They also reassess the weak response of the United S
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On August 20, 1968, tens of thousands of Soviet and East European ground and air forces moved into
Czechoslovakia and occupied the country in an attempt to end the "Prague Spring" reforms and restore an
orthodox Communist regime. The leader of the Soviet Communist Party, Leonid Brezhnev, was initially
reluctant to use military force and tried to pressure his counterpart in Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubcek, to
crack down. But during the summer of 1968, after several months of careful deliberations, the Soviet
Politburo finally decide that military force was the only option left. A large invading force of Soviet, Polish,
Hungarian, and Bulgarian troops received final orders to move into Czechoslovakia; within 24 hours they
had established complete military control of Czechoslovakia, bringing an end to hopes for "socialism with a
human face."

Dubcek and most of the other Czechoslovak reformers were temporarily restored to power, but their role
from late August 1968 through April 1969 was to reverse many of the reforms that had been adopted. In
April 1969, Dubchek was forced to step down for good, bringing a final end to the Prague Spring. Soviet
leaders justified the invasion of Czechoslovakia by claiming that "the fate of any socialist country is the
common affair of all socialist countries" and that the Soviet Union had both a "right" and a "sacred duty" to
"defend socialism" in Czechoslovakia. The invasion caused some divisions within the Communist world, but
overall the use of large-scale force proved remarkably successful in achieving Soviet goals. The United
States and its NATO allies protested but refrained from direct military action and covert operations to
counter the Soviet-led incursion into Czechoslovakia.

The essays of a dozen leading European and American Cold War historians analyze this turning point in the
Cold War in light of new documentary evidence from the archives of two dozen countries and explain what
happened behind the scenes. They also reassess the weak response of the United S
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Parker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series). Try to make the book The Prague
Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book
Series) as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Richard Davy:

The book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold
War Studies Book Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact
Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) to be your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like available and read a book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion
of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Michael Burnette:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies
Book Series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The
Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies
Book Series) giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
data for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



Jessica Harris:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in
1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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