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Now fully updated to 2009, this acclaimed history of Latin America tells its
turbulent story from Columbus to Chavez. Beginning with the Spanish and
Portugese conquests of the New World, it takes in centuries of upheaval,
revolution and modernization up to the present day, looking in detail at
Argentina, Mexico, Brazil, Chile and Cuba, and gives an overview of the cultural
developments that have made Latin America a source of fascination for the
world. 'A first-rate work of history ... His cool, scholarly gaze and synthesizing
intelligence demystify a part of the world peculiarly prone to myth-making ...
This book covers an enormous amount of ground, geographically and culturally'
Tony Gould, Independent on Sunday
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Penguin has contributed numerous useful works in its Latin American series, and this comprehensive,
historical survey of the region is no exception. Williamson (Univ. of Edinburgh) has accomplished a nearly
impossible task: He has produced a lucid, objective interpretation for the nonspecialist reader. The book is
organized topically, rather than by country, and the author wisely selected regional examples of his major
themes, rather than attempting a detailed analysis of each country. The work ends with an unusual
exploration of literature and culture in relation to identity and modernization, followed by a helpful
bibliographic essay. Highly recommended for most libraries.
- Roderic A. Camp, Latin American Ctr., Tulane Univ., New Orleans, La.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Edwin Williamson holds the King Alfonso XIII Chair of Spanish at the University of Oxford. He has since
2003 been a Professorial Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford. He had previously held the Forbes Chair of
Hispanic Studies at the University of Edinburgh. He has held academic posts at Trinity College, Dublin and
Birkbeck College, University of London and has been a visiting professor at Stanford University and the
University of Sao Paulo. His most recent book is Borges: A Life.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Penguin History of Latin
America is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Edward Salazar:

The book The Penguin History of Latin America will bring that you the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book
very ideal to you. The book The Penguin History of Latin America is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Norma Dickerson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make summary
for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their pastime.



They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pictures on there.
Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period of time, many
ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The
Penguin History of Latin America can make you really feel more interested to read.

Daryl Sanders:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Penguin History of Latin
America.
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