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Following the enormous success of 2004 bestseller and critics' favorite Jonathan
Strange & Mr Norrell, Susanna Clarke delivers a delicious collection of ten
stories set in the same fairy-crossed world of 19th-century England. With
Clarke's characteristic historical detail and diction, these dark, enchanting tales
unfold in a slightly distorted version of our own world, where people are
bedeviled by mischievous interventions from the fairies. With appearances from
beloved characters from her novel, including Jonathan Strange and Childermass,
and an entirely new spin on certain historical figures, including Mary, Queen of
Scots, this is a must-have for fans of Susanna Clarke's and an enticing
introduction to her work for new readers. Some of these stories have never before
been published; others have appeared in the New York Times or in highly
regarded anthologies. In this collection, they come together to expand the reach
of Clarke's land of enchantment-and anticipate her next novel (Fall 2008).
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Like Clarke's first novel, the bestselling Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell, these eight stories (seven
previously published) are set in an England where magic is a serious but sometimes neglected field of study.
The first story sees the erudite Strange tangling with country witches. Others show Austenesque concern
with love and its outcomes ("Did you not hear me ask you to marry me?"), often involving fairies. In "The
Duke of Wellington Misplaces His Horse," the duke visits Faerie, a kingdom located on the other side of the
wall in the village of Wall (a location Clarke borrows from Neil Gaiman and Charles Vess), and meets a
woman whose needlework affects the future. In the footnoted "Tom Brightwind or How the Fairy Bridge...,"
a "monumental" stone bridge is built in one afternoon. Clarke humorously revisits Rumplestiltzkin in "On
Lickerish Hill," in which it is revealed that "Irishmen have tailes neare a quarter of a yard longe." Clarke may
have trouble reaching a new audience in short form, as the stories provide less opportunity to get lost in
fantastical material, but the author's many fans will be glad to have these stories in one volume. Illus. by
Charles Vess not seen by PW. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
The eight stories in Ladies of Grace resemble Jonathan Strange in that fantastical creations change history,
the 19th century takes on a modern spin, and charm and sophistication ooze off the pages. Here, Susanna
Clarke casts a close eye on women, from fairies to damsels in distress—who, not surprisingly, tend to save
themselves. Despite overall praise for the collection, reviewers agree that Clarke hasn't challenged herself
enough. While critics lauded "Tom Brightwind or How the Fairy Bridge Was Built at Thoresby," "John
Uskglass and the Cumbrian Charcoal Burner," and "Mrs. Mabb," some called other stories slight. An
academic framework doesn't help. In the end, Ladies of Grace weaves a similar magic as Jonathan Strange,
but perhaps the book is not magical enough.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
Revisiting characters and landscapes she created in her best-selling Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell (2004),
Clarke has crafted eight quirky and devious stories to delight her fans. In the title story, Mr. Strange himself
reappears and tangles with three country witches. "On Lickerish Hill" is a clever retelling of
"Rumpelstiltskin," with a twist. In "The Duke of Wellington Misplaces His Horse," the redoubtable hero
follows his horse into Wall, a village created by Neil Gaiman, and encounters a woman whose embroidery
tells the future. The story set farthest back in time has Mary, Queen of Scots, trying to kill Queen Elizabeth
with a skirt. And in the final story, the Raven King himself is outwitted by his lowliest subject. All but one of
the stories takes place in or around 1811, and Clarke uses the language, diction, and historical settings
beautifully, just hinting at Jane Austen. Each character is elegantly drawn and comes to life on the page.
These stories are charming, engaging, and deceptively simple. Elizabeth Dickie
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Gregory Jones:

The feeling that you get from The Ladies of Grace Adieu and Other Stories will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but The Ladies of Grace Adieu and Other Stories giving you joy feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read
the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this The Ladies of Grace Adieu and Other
Stories instantly.

Walter Telford:

The actual book The Ladies of Grace Adieu and Other Stories will bring that you the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this
book very ideal to you. The book The Ladies of Grace Adieu and Other Stories is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.

Heather Delph:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Ladies of Grace Adieu and Other Stories the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
The Ladies of Grace Adieu and Other Stories giving you another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Silvia Doucet:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book The Ladies of Grace Adieu and Other Stories was filled in relation to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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