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According to conventional wisdom, big business wields enormous influence over
America's political agenda and is responsible for the relatively limited scale of
the country's social policies. In Stuck in Neutral, however, Cathie Jo Martin
challenges that view, arguing that big business has limited involvement in social
policy and in many instances desires broader social interventions.

Combining hundreds of in-depth interviews with careful quantitative analysis,
Martin shows that there is strong support among managers for government-
sponsored training, health, work, and family initiatives to enhance workers' skills
and productivity. This support does not translate into political action,
surprisingly, because big firms are not organized to intervene effectively. Every
large company has its own staff to deal with government affairs, but overarching
organizations for the most part lobby ineffectively for the collective interests of
big business in the social realm. By contrast, small firms, which cannot afford to
lobby the government directly, rely on representative associations to speak for
them. The unified voice of small business comes through much more clearly in
policy circles than the diverse messages presented by individual corporations,
ensuring that the small-business agenda of limited social policy prevails.

A vivid portrayal of the interplay between business and politics, Stuck in Neutral
offers a fresh take on some of the most controversial issues of our day. It is a
must read for anyone interested in the past, present, and future of the American
welfare state and political economy.
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According to conventional wisdom, big business wields enormous influence over America's political agenda
and is responsible for the relatively limited scale of the country's social policies. In Stuck in Neutral,
however, Cathie Jo Martin challenges that view, arguing that big business has limited involvement in social
policy and in many instances desires broader social interventions.

Combining hundreds of in-depth interviews with careful quantitative analysis, Martin shows that there is
strong support among managers for government-sponsored training, health, work, and family initiatives to
enhance workers' skills and productivity. This support does not translate into political action, surprisingly,
because big firms are not organized to intervene effectively. Every large company has its own staff to deal
with government affairs, but overarching organizations for the most part lobby ineffectively for the collective
interests of big business in the social realm. By contrast, small firms, which cannot afford to lobby the
government directly, rely on representative associations to speak for them. The unified voice of small
business comes through much more clearly in policy circles than the diverse messages presented by
individual corporations, ensuring that the small-business agenda of limited social policy prevails.

A vivid portrayal of the interplay between business and politics, Stuck in Neutral offers a fresh take on some
of the most controversial issues of our day. It is a must read for anyone interested in the past, present, and
future of the American welfare state and political economy.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Whether big business has been stuck in neutral or just parked beside issues of secondary interest, Martin's
book encourages us to review what we think we know about business and the policy process."--Neil J.
Mitchell, Governance

From the Back Cover

"A vital and highly original book for all political scientists working on business and politics or interest
groups in general. Martin shows that we cannot simply deduce what corporations' interests or political
objectives are; in this important and original study she shows instead that the policy goals and tactics of
corporations are themselves constructed in a complex political process. This book is a model of how
empirical research and theory can be brought together."--Graham K. Wilson, University of Wisconsin,
Madison

"Cathie Jo Martin's Stuck in Neutral is a brilliantly researched study of the development of the policy
preferences of American businesses and business influence on public policy. Its well documented
conclusions on the determinants of variation in the policy orientation of businesses challenge basic
assumptions of both rational choice and class analytic approaches in social science and make it essential
reading not only for those interested in public policy but also for all political scientists and sociologists
interested in these central theoretical disputes in the disciplines."--John D. Stephens, University of North
Carolina

"A masterful analysis of business and government that adds up to an explanation of American social policy-
past, present, and future. Cathie Jo Martin describes the institutional dynamics of corporate politics while
eloquently catching the voices and the aspirations of business men and women. Stuck in Neutral is wise,
balanced, engaging, persuasive, theoretically sophisticated, and entirely unexpected in its conclusions."--
James A. Morone, Brown University

About the Author
Cathie Jo Martin is Associate Professor of Political Science at Boston University. She is the author of
Shifting the Burden: The Struggle over Growth and Corporate Taxation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Tony You:

With other case, little persons like to read book Stuck in Neutral. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Stuck in Neutral. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
study.

Meredith Butler:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question because just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need this Stuck in Neutral to read.

Michael Green:

The e-book with title Stuck in Neutral has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Janice Garcia:

The book untitled Stuck in Neutral contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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