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We listen to a cacophony of voices instructing us how to think and feel about
nature, including our own bodies. The news media, wildlife documentaries,
science magazines, and environmental NGOs are among those clamouring for
our attention. But are we empowered by all this knowledge or is our dependence
on various communities allowing our thoughts, sentiments and activities to be
unduly governed by others?

Making Sense of Nature shows that what we call ‘nature’ is made sense of for us
in ways that make it central to social order, social change and social dissent. By
utilising insights and extended examples from anthropology, cultural studies,
human geography, philosophy, politics, sociology, science studies, this
interdisciplinary text asks whether we can better make sense of nature for
ourselves, and thus participate more meaningfully in momentous decisions about
the future of life – human and non-human – on the planet. This book shows how
‘nature’ can be made sense of without presuming its naturalness. The challenge is
not so much to rid ourselves of the idea of nature and its ‘collateral concepts’
(such as genes) but instead, we need to be more alert to how, why and with what
effects ideas about ‘nature’ get fashioned and deployed in specific situations.
Among other things, the book deals with science and scientists, the mass media
and journalists, ecotourism, literature and cinema, environmentalists, advertising
and big business.

This innovative text contains numerous case studies and examples from daily life
to put theory and subject matter into context, as well as study tasks, a glossary
and suggested further reading. The case studies cover a range of topics, range
from forestry in Canada and Guinea, to bestiality in Washington State, to how
human genetics is reported in Western newspapers, to participatory science
experiments in the UK. Making Sense of Nature will empower readers from a
wide range of fields across the social sciences, humanities and physical sciences.
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We listen to a cacophony of voices instructing us how to think and feel about nature, including our own
bodies. The news media, wildlife documentaries, science magazines, and environmental NGOs are among
those clamouring for our attention. But are we empowered by all this knowledge or is our dependence on
various communities allowing our thoughts, sentiments and activities to be unduly governed by others?

Making Sense of Nature shows that what we call ‘nature’ is made sense of for us in ways that make it central
to social order, social change and social dissent. By utilising insights and extended examples from
anthropology, cultural studies, human geography, philosophy, politics, sociology, science studies, this
interdisciplinary text asks whether we can better make sense of nature for ourselves, and thus participate
more meaningfully in momentous decisions about the future of life – human and non-human – on the planet.
This book shows how ‘nature’ can be made sense of without presuming its naturalness. The challenge is not
so much to rid ourselves of the idea of nature and its ‘collateral concepts’ (such as genes) but instead, we
need to be more alert to how, why and with what effects ideas about ‘nature’ get fashioned and deployed in
specific situations. Among other things, the book deals with science and scientists, the mass media and
journalists, ecotourism, literature and cinema, environmentalists, advertising and big business.

This innovative text contains numerous case studies and examples from daily life to put theory and subject
matter into context, as well as study tasks, a glossary and suggested further reading. The case studies cover a
range of topics, range from forestry in Canada and Guinea, to bestiality in Washington State, to how human
genetics is reported in Western newspapers, to participatory science experiments in the UK. Making Sense of
Nature will empower readers from a wide range of fields across the social sciences, humanities and physical
sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Noel Castree has written another bestseller. This book effortlessly synthesises from across the social
and natural sciences a huge body of knowledge and reflection on the idea of ‘nature’. Castree engages
with all the important debates and authors and makes them accessible for his reader, offering not
closed answers but lively provocations to further thought. This is geographical scholarship at its very
best." Mike Hulme, Professor of Climate and Culture, King’s College London, UK.

"Challenging our sources of knowledge, from the media to activist and scientific writing, Making
Sense of Nature gives us powerful tools to think with. I’d put this book in the hands of anyone who
wants to jar their own thinking, undermine their own assumptions, and make up their own mind
about people and the natural world." Professor Paul Robbins, Director, Nelson Institute for
Environmental Studies, University of Wisconsin - Madison, USA.

"This accessible and interdisciplinary textbook…has a useful analysis of the relationship between the
scientific and entertainment communities whereby specialist knowledge has to be condensed and then
translated into a visual narrative." Network Review.

"A new book from Noel Castree is a treat, and we should be grateful that a scholar of his eminence has
invested so much effort into a teaching volume, one aimed at upper level undergraduates and master’s
students. In this book, Castree also aspires to a general readership."  Lesley Head, Department of
Geography and Sustainable Communities, University of Wollongong, New South Wales, Australia.

"This accessible and interdisciplinary textbook shows how wide and contested the term nature can be,
indicating how epistemically dependent the general public is on a small number of specialists -
epistemic workers working in epistemic communities."  David Lorimer, Network Review

About the Author

Noel Castree is Professor of Geography at Manchester University, England. He’s the co-editor of Social
nature: theory, practice and politics (2001) and author of Nature: the adventures of a concept (2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vincent Erickson:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Making Sense of Nature book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Making Sense of Nature content
conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Making Sense of Nature is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?



Beth Stewart:

This Making Sense of Nature are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason
of this Making Sense of Nature can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Making Sense of Nature giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Carol Hamilton:

The reason why? Because this Making Sense of Nature is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Diana Keller:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. With the book Making Sense of Nature we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Making Sense of Nature. You can more
desirable than now.
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