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The passage from 'solid' to 'liquid' modernity has created a new and
unprecedented setting for individual life pursuits, confronting individuals with a
series of challenges never before encountered. Social forms and institutions no
longer have enough time to solidify and cannot serve as frames of reference for
human actions and long-term life plans, so individuals have to find other ways to
organise their lives. They have to splice together an unending series of short-term
projects and episodes that don't add up to the kind of sequence to which concepts
like 'career' and 'progress' could meaningfully be applied. Such fragmented lives
require individuals to be flexible and adaptable - to be constantly ready and
willing to change tactics at short notice, to abandon commitments and loyalties
without regret and to pursue opportunities according to their current availability.
In liquid modernity the individual must act, plan actions and calculate the likely
gains and losses of acting (or failing to act) under conditions of endemic
uncertainty.

Zygmunt Bauman's brilliant writings on liquid modernity have altered the way
we think about the contemporary world. In this short book he explores the
sources of the endemic uncertainty which shapes our lives today and, in so doing,
he provides the reader with a brief and accessible introduction to his highly
original account, developed at greater length in his previous books, of life in our
liquid modern times.
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The passage from 'solid' to 'liquid' modernity has created a new and unprecedented setting for individual life
pursuits, confronting individuals with a series of challenges never before encountered. Social forms and
institutions no longer have enough time to solidify and cannot serve as frames of reference for human actions
and long-term life plans, so individuals have to find other ways to organise their lives. They have to splice
together an unending series of short-term projects and episodes that don't add up to the kind of sequence to
which concepts like 'career' and 'progress' could meaningfully be applied. Such fragmented lives require
individuals to be flexible and adaptable - to be constantly ready and willing to change tactics at short notice,
to abandon commitments and loyalties without regret and to pursue opportunities according to their current
availability. In liquid modernity the individual must act, plan actions and calculate the likely gains and losses
of acting (or failing to act) under conditions of endemic uncertainty.

Zygmunt Bauman's brilliant writings on liquid modernity have altered the way we think about the
contemporary world. In this short book he explores the sources of the endemic uncertainty which shapes our
lives today and, in so doing, he provides the reader with a brief and accessible introduction to his highly
original account, developed at greater length in his previous books, of life in our liquid modern times.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Liquid Times and Living on Borrowed Times offer deep insights into post-modern life. Specifically, it
exposes the essential social and philosophical changes that lie at the heart of the conditions that led to the
global financial crisis ... the ideas in these books are fascinating."
Satyajit Das, Willmot.com

From the Back Cover
The passage from ‘solid’ to ‘liquid’ modernity has created a new and unprecedented setting for individual
life pursuits, confronting individuals with a series of challenges never before encountered. Social forms and
institutions no longer have enough time to solidify and cannot serve as frames of reference for human actions
and long-term life plans, so individuals have to find other ways to organise their lives. They have to splice
together an unending series of short-term projects and episodes that don’t add up to the kind of sequence to
which concepts like ‘career’ and ‘progress’ could meaningfully be applied. Such fragmented lives require
individuals to be flexible and adaptable – to be constantly ready and willing to change tactics at short notice,
to abandon commitments and loyalties without regret and to pursue opportunities according to their current
availability. In liquid modernity the individual must act, plan actions and calculate the likely gains and losses
of acting (or failing to act) under conditions of endemic uncertainty.

Zygmunt Bauman’s brilliant writings on liquid modernity have altered the way we think about the
contemporary world. In this short book he explores the sources of the endemic uncertainty which shapes our
lives today and, in so doing, he provides the reader with a brief and accessible introduction to his highly
original account, developed at greater length in his previous books, of life in our liquid modern times.

About the Author
Zygmunt Bauman (1925-2017) was Professor Emeritus of Sociology at the Universities of Leeds and
Warsaw.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

The actual book Liquid Times: Living in an Age of Uncertainty will bring someone to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Liquid Times: Living in an Age of Uncertainty is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Nathan Marker:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Liquid Times: Living in an Age of Uncertainty can



give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Liquid Times: Living in an Age of
Uncertainty.

Andre Todd:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Liquid Times: Living in an Age of Uncertainty can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Duncan Houghton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the Liquid Times: Living in an Age of Uncertainty when you essential it?
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