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Human Rights is an introductory text that is both innovative and challenging. It
invites students to think conceptually about one of the most important and
influential political concepts of our time. In this unique interdisciplinary
approach, Michael Freeman emphasizes the complex ways in which the
experiences of the victims of human rights violations are related to legal,
philosophical and social-scientific approaches to human rights.

By tracing the history of the concept, the book shows that there is a fundamental
tension between the philosophy of human rights and the way in which it is
understood in the social sciences. This analysis throws light on some of the most
controversial issues in the field: Is the idea of the universality of human rights
consistent with respect for cultural difference? Are there collective human rights?
Should feminists embrace, revise or reject the idea of human rights? Does the
idea of human rights distract our attention from the structural causes of
oppression and exploitation? What are the underlying causes of human rights
violations? And why do some countries have much worse human rights records
than others?

The book will appeal to students in the social sciences, as well as students of
human rights law who want an introduction to the non-legal aspects of their
subject. It will also be read by scholars interested in ethics and the social
sciences, as well as the general reader.
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Human Rights is an introductory text that is both innovative and challenging. It invites students to think
conceptually about one of the most important and influential political concepts of our time. In this unique
interdisciplinary approach, Michael Freeman emphasizes the complex ways in which the experiences of the
victims of human rights violations are related to legal, philosophical and social-scientific approaches to
human rights.

By tracing the history of the concept, the book shows that there is a fundamental tension between the
philosophy of human rights and the way in which it is understood in the social sciences. This analysis throws
light on some of the most controversial issues in the field: Is the idea of the universality of human rights
consistent with respect for cultural difference? Are there collective human rights? Should feminists embrace,
revise or reject the idea of human rights? Does the idea of human rights distract our attention from the
structural causes of oppression and exploitation? What are the underlying causes of human rights violations?
And why do some countries have much worse human rights records than others?

The book will appeal to students in the social sciences, as well as students of human rights law who want an
introduction to the non-legal aspects of their subject. It will also be read by scholars interested in ethics and
the social sciences, as well as the general reader.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Human rights’ is not a thing, but a concept, a way of thinking and making claims about certain events.
These claims derive from moral rules and are expressed in legal terms or United Nations dialect. Michael
Freeman’s excellent book provides a patient unravelling of how these distinctive claims have emerged and
how to reconceptualize them in terms of social science and political theory. Current public discourse and the
massive new wave of academic interest just assume that human rights is ‘a concept whose time has come’.
Freeman gives this audience a most valuable, reliable and clear answer to his own question: ‘But what is it
precisely that has come?" Stan Cohen, Professor of Sociology, London School of Economics

"Michael Freeman's Human Rights, An Interdisciplanary Approach is a unique five star Baedecker to an
expanding landscape of serious research introducing the reader to the diverse ways academic fields of
scolarship come to grips with the important topic of human rights....it will attract bright and inquiring minds
who will want to dig more deeply into the literature to which they have been so gracefully initiated" Richard
Pierre Claude, Human Rights Quarterly

"The treatment of the background concepts and theories as well of the different issues is up to date,
substantially focussed and presented in a balanced way. In this Freeman succeeds in presenting the
complexity of the discussions without demanding prior knowledge" Mikael Spang, Ethnic and Racial Studies

"'Human rights,' states Freeman with justifiable certainty in the Introduction to this excellent book, 'is an
interdisciplinary concept par excellence'. ...Throughout this engaging text, Freeman is sensitive to the
debates but wholly committed to the issues. ...What a gift this is for students of various disciplines interested
in human rights but intimidated by the complex legal and philosophical jargon contained in much of the
literature." Darren J. O'Byrne, University of Surrey Roehampton

"Human Rights is an introductory text that is both innovative and challenging. [...] In this unique
interdisciplinary approach, Michael Freeman emphasizes the complex ways n which the experiences of the
victims of human rights violations are related to legal, philosophical and socio-scientific approaches to
human rights." Philosophical Inquiry

From the Back Cover
Human Rights is an introductory text that is both innovative and challenging. It invites students to think
conceptually about one of the most important and influential political concepts of our time. In this unique
interdisciplinary approach, Michael Freeman emphasizes the complex ways in which the experiences of the
victims of human rights violations are related to legal, philosophical and social-scientific approaches to
human rights.

By tracing the history of the concept, the book shows that there is a fundamental tension between the
philosophy of human rights and the way in which it is understood in the social sciences. This analysis throws
light on some of the most controversial issues in the field: Is the idea of the universality of human rights
consistent with respect for cultural difference? Are there collective human rights? Should feminists embrace,
revise or reject the idea of human rights? Does the idea of human rights distract our attention from the
structural causes of oppression and exploitation? What are the underlying causes of human rights violations?
And why do some countries have much worse human rights records than others?



The book will appeal to students in the social sciences, as well as students of human rights law who want an
introduction to the non-legal aspects of their subject. It will also be read by scholars interested in ethics and
the social sciences, as well as the general reader.

About the Author
Michael Freeman is Reader in Government at the University of Essex.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

Here thing why this Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach (Key Concepts) are different and reliable
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach (Key Concepts) giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve
that similar with Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach (Key Concepts). It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Human
Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach (Key Concepts) in e-book can be your substitute.

Karolyn Kaufman:

This book untitled Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach (Key Concepts) to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Sunday Richey:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary
Approach (Key Concepts) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Terry Buehler:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary
Approach (Key Concepts) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle



the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and
learn it. Beside that the book Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach (Key Concepts) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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