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This book explores the drivers of the EU’s recent forays into peace- and state-
building operations.

Since the Union’s European (now Common) Security and Defence Policy
(ESDP/CSDP) became operational in 2003, the EU has conducted more than 20
civilian and military operations that broadly served to either deter aggression in
host countries, and/or to build or strengthen the rule of law. This sudden burst of
EU activity in the realm of external security is interesting from both a scholarly
and a policy perspective. On one hand, institutionalised cooperation in the field
of foreign, security and defence policy challenges the mainstream in IR theory
which holds that in such sovereignty-sensitive areas cooperation would
necessarily be limited. On the other hand, the sheer quantity of operations
suggests that the ESDP may represent a potentially significant feature of global
governance.

In order to understand the drivers behind CSDP, EU Foreign Policy and Crisis
Management Operations analyses the policy output in this area, including the
operations conducted in the CSDP framework. Up until now, many studies
inferred the logic behind CSDP from express intentions, institutional
developments and (the potential of) pooled capabilities. By mining the rich data
that CSDP operations represent in terms of the motives and ambitions of EU
governments for the CSDP, this book advances our understanding of the
framework at large.

This book will be of much interest to students of European Security, EU policy,
peacebuilding, statebuilding, and IR.
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This book explores the drivers of the EU’s recent forays into peace- and state-building operations.

Since the Union’s European (now Common) Security and Defence Policy (ESDP/CSDP) became operational
in 2003, the EU has conducted more than 20 civilian and military operations that broadly served to either
deter aggression in host countries, and/or to build or strengthen the rule of law. This sudden burst of EU
activity in the realm of external security is interesting from both a scholarly and a policy perspective. On one
hand, institutionalised cooperation in the field of foreign, security and defence policy challenges the
mainstream in IR theory which holds that in such sovereignty-sensitive areas cooperation would necessarily
be limited. On the other hand, the sheer quantity of operations suggests that the ESDP may represent a
potentially significant feature of global governance.

In order to understand the drivers behind CSDP, EU Foreign Policy and Crisis Management Operations
analyses the policy output in this area, including the operations conducted in the CSDP framework. Up until
now, many studies inferred the logic behind CSDP from express intentions, institutional developments and
(the potential of) pooled capabilities. By mining the rich data that CSDP operations represent in terms of the
motives and ambitions of EU governments for the CSDP, this book advances our understanding of the
framework at large.

This book will be of much interest to students of European Security, EU policy, peacebuilding, statebuilding,
and IR.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Rejecting the realist, normative and integrationist explanations for CSDP, Pohl identifies the primary
driver behind the EU's security and defence policy as domestic politics. This is an important,
challenging and original work which scholars will discuss for years to come.’ Jolyon Howorth, Yale
University

‘EU Foreign Policy and Crisis Management Operations provides the best diplomatic history to date of
the political debates and intergovernmental bargaining processes behind the main crisis management
operations conducted by the Union. Extremely well written, it uses this account of what the EU has
done to compare and assess the explanatory power of existing theoretical approaches. This original
angle results in a comprehensive account of the drivers behind - and a balanced and persuasive
interpretation of - the Common Security and Defence Policy as we know it. Anyone interested in EU
foreign policy, or indeed contemporary foreign and security policies, should definitely read it.’ Antonio
Missiroli, Director of the European Union Institute for Security Studies

'EU Foreign Policy and Crisis Management Operations is a tour de force of CSDP scholarship. It
eschews conventional International Relations theory expectations of externally-driven conceptions of
EU foreign policy for domestic explanations, and does this exceptionally well.' Neil Winn, E-IR

'This book will be a useful addition to the bibliographies of students of the EU and its foreign and
defence policies, and might make a few policy-makers sit up and question certain basic assumptions
about what makes the CSDP tick.' Spyros Economides, London School of Economics and Political
Science, UK

'In conclusion, although the simple exposition and the distinct progression of the sections throughout
the book may appear rather didactical, the innovative perspective chosen, together with the
comprehensive approach that carefully balances theoretical, historical and political analyses, make
this work stimulating reading. It can only be recommended to all students in international relations
and European studies seeking a reliable instrument for achieving a deeper understanding of the CSDP
framework.'Carlo Andrea d’Addetta

 

 

About the Author

Benjamin Pohl was a post-doctoral research fellow at the University of Aberdeen and has a PhD in
International Relations from Leiden University. He now works for the Berlin-based think tank adelphi
research.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

The feeling that you get from EU Foreign Policy and Crisis Management Operations: Power, purpose and
domestic politics (Routledge Studies in European Security and Strategy) could be the more deep you looking
the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but EU Foreign Policy and Crisis Management Operations: Power, purpose and
domestic politics (Routledge Studies in European Security and Strategy) giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this EU Foreign Policy and Crisis Management Operations: Power,
purpose and domestic politics (Routledge Studies in European Security and Strategy) instantly.

Vicki Allen:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take EU Foreign Policy and Crisis Management Operations:
Power, purpose and domestic politics (Routledge Studies in European Security and Strategy) as your daily
resource information.

Jessica Adkins:

This EU Foreign Policy and Crisis Management Operations: Power, purpose and domestic politics
(Routledge Studies in European Security and Strategy) is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having EU Foreign
Policy and Crisis Management Operations: Power, purpose and domestic politics (Routledge Studies in
European Security and Strategy) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Helen Scott:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking



at a book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like EU Foreign Policy and
Crisis Management Operations: Power, purpose and domestic politics (Routledge Studies in European
Security and Strategy) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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