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The latest installment in the New York Times bestselling Don't Know Much
About® series -- a magical journey into the timeless world of mythology

It has been fifteen years since Kenneth C. Davis first dazzled audiences with his
instant classic Don't Know Much About® History, vividly bringing the past to life
and proving that Americans don't hate history, they just hate the dull, textbook
version they were fed in school. With humor, wit, and a knack for storytelling,
Davis has been bringing readers of all ages up to speed on history, geography,
and science ever since. Now, in the classic traditions of Edith Hamilton and
Joseph Campbell, he turns his talents to the world of myth.

Where do we come from? Why do stars shine and the seasons change? What is
evil? Since the beginning of time, people have answered such questions by
crafting imaginative stories that have served as religion, science, philosophy, and
popular literature. In his irreverent and popular question-and-answer style, Davis
introduces and explains the great myths of the world, as well as the works of
literature that have made them famous. In a single volume, he tackles
Mesopotamia's Gilgamesh, the first hero in world mythology; Achilles and the
Trojan War; Stonehenge and the Druids; Thor, the Nordic god of thunder;
Chinese oracle bones; the use of peyote in ancient Native American rites; and the
dramatic life and times of the man who would be Buddha.

Ever familiar and instructive, Davis shows why the ancient tales of gods and
heroes -- from Mount Olympus to Machu Picchu, from ancient Rome to the icy
land of the Norse -- continue to speak to us today, in our movies, art, language,
and music. For mythology novices and buffs alike, and for anyone who loves a
good story, Don't Know Much About® Mythology is a lively and insightful look
into the greatest stories ever told.
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Ever familiar and instructive, Davis shows why the ancient tales of gods and heroes -- from Mount Olympus
to Machu Picchu, from ancient Rome to the icy land of the Norse -- continue to speak to us today, in our
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. What is a myth? How does it differ from legend, fairy tale and allegory? Do myths cross
cultures? Davis (Don't Know Much About the Civil War) answers these and many other questions with his
characteristic humor and charming storytelling. He examines the myths created by societies ranging from
Egypt, Greece and Rome to Africa, India and the Americas, proceeding, as in his other books, by way of
question and answer as he surveys each mythmaking culture. A who's who for each culture is also helpful.
He shows the connections between myths of various cultures, such as the flood story of Noah in Genesis and
that of the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilsh. Among the questions and answers, Davis intersperses "mythic
voices" from characters in the stories so readers can virtually hear the heroes of bygone eras. Because Davis
ranges widely and with such sparkling wit through a broad sweep of myths, his survey provides a superb
starting point for entering the world of mythology.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-An enthusiastic introduction to world mythology. As a child, Davis was enthralled by the
tales of gods and heroes, and he makes a compelling case for myth's enduring power to awe, inspire, and
entertain. Each chapter focuses on a particular country or cultural group. He has included Egypt,
Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, India, China, Japan, sub-Saharan Africa, the Americas, the Pacific Islands, the
Celts, and the Norse. A list of questions to pique readers' interest, such as Was there really a Trojan war?
introduces each chapter. A time line featuring important dates in political, military, religious, and cultural
history is accompanied by detailed descriptions of all the major gods. The introductory questions are
answered, creation myths are discussed, and fascinating parallels in stories of the destruction of the world by
floods are explored. Some of the greatest adventure stories of lesser-known heroes such as Gilgamesh, Finn
MacCool, and Sigurd are highlighted. To give readers a taste of the original stories, excerpts of the tales and
holy books are included. Using data from recent archaeological finds, Davis shows how our understanding of
the past continues to change. Students will find this book useful both as a quick reference source and as a
means of gaining greater understanding of complex ancient religions, or learning which events were shaping
different countries at the same time.-Kathy Tewell, Chantilly Regional Library, Fairfax County, VA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Davis is clearly the owner of a questing mind....An accessible and informed guide to an always-fascinating
subject.”

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Settles:

This Don't Know Much About Mythology: Everything You Need to Know About the Greatest Stories in
Human History but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About Series) book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information



inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This Don't Know Much About Mythology: Everything You Need to Know About
the Greatest Stories in Human History but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About Series) without we
comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be
worry Don't Know Much About Mythology: Everything You Need to Know About the Greatest Stories in
Human History but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About Series) can bring when you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Don't Know Much About Mythology: Everything You Need to Know About the Greatest
Stories in Human History but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About Series) having fine arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Carmen Jensen:

This Don't Know Much About Mythology: Everything You Need to Know About the Greatest Stories in
Human History but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About Series) are usually reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Don't Know Much About Mythology:
Everything You Need to Know About the Greatest Stories in Human History but Never Learned (Don't
Know Much About Series) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed people. Beside that this Don't Know Much About Mythology: Everything You Need to
Know About the Greatest Stories in Human History but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About Series)
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jenna Springer:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Don't Know Much
About Mythology: Everything You Need to Know About the Greatest Stories in Human History but Never
Learned (Don't Know Much About Series) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Don't Know Much About Mythology: Everything You Need to
Know About the Greatest Stories in Human History but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About Series)is
the main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented
of the world within this book.

Dianne Haire:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Don't Know Much About Mythology: Everything You
Need to Know About the Greatest Stories in Human History but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About
Series) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book,



you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Don't Know Much About Mythology: Everything You Need to Know
About the Greatest Stories in Human History but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About Series) to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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