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Has consumer culture got out of hand? Are the costs of universal access and
pollution too great to bear? This comprehensive, lively and informative book will
quickly be recognized as a benchmark in the field. It brings together a huge set of
resources for thinking about consumer culture and examining its origins and
consequences within a global context. Adept in handling a complex range of
theories, Consumer Society scrupulously uses examples throughout to inform and
enhance understanding. Smart writes with verve and feeling and has produced a
book that simultaneously covers and enlarges our understanding of consumer
culture. Clear, engaging and original, this book will be important reading for all
those interested in our global culture of consumption including students of
sociology, social geography and cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
The cultural contradictions of modern capitalism have never been deeper or more dramatic. These
contradictions are also confusing. While governments tell citizens to spend in order to save capitalism,
economists tell us that western consumers spend too much and Chinese workers, too little. Barry Smart's
engaging contribution offers clear insights into the economic mysteries of modern consumption and
production, providing in tandem an historical sociology of the rise of America as a consumer society - this is
a timely sociological guide to the perplexed
Bryan S. Turner
The Graduate Center, City University of New York

Barry Smart's Consumer society is the best study I have seen of contemporary features of the current stage of
capitalism organized around consumption and commodities. The book's range is broad and synoptic and its
research is highly impressive. The text is engaging and accessible and should be of interest to a wide range
of readers
Douglas Kellner
UCLA, author of Media Spectacle and the Crisis of Democracy

About the Author
Barry Smart is Professor of Sociology at the University of Portsmouth and has longstanding research
interests in the fields of social theory, political economy, and philosophy. His research interests include critical

social research ethics; higher education; and collaborative work on veganism, ethics, lifestyle and environment. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Sedillo:

The book Consumer Society: Critical Issues & Environmental Consequences can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a
book Consumer Society: Critical Issues & Environmental Consequences? A number of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Consumer Society: Critical Issues & Environmental Consequences has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.



Mary May:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Consumer Society: Critical
Issues & Environmental Consequences is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Clara Radtke:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Consumer Society: Critical Issues & Environmental
Consequences book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer of Consumer Society: Critical Issues & Environmental Consequences content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles
but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Consumer Society: Critical Issues & Environmental
Consequences is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Sharon Baker:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
reserve. The book Consumer Society: Critical Issues & Environmental Consequences it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high
quality.
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