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The Middle Ages was a critical and formative time for Western approaches to
our natural surroundings. An Environmental History of the Middle Ages is a
unique and unprecedented cultural survey of attitudes towards the environment
during this period. Humankind’s relationship with the environment shifted
gradually over time from a predominantly adversarial approach to something
more overtly collaborative, until a series of ecological crises in the late Middle
Ages. With the advent of shattering events such as the Great Famine and the
Black Death, considered efflorescences of the climate downturn known as the
Little Ice Age that is comparable to our present global warming predicament,
medieval people began to think of and relate to their natural environment in new
and more nuanced ways. They now were made to be acutely aware of the
consequences of human impacts upon the environment, anticipating the cyclical,
"new ecology" approach of the modern world.

Exploring the entire medieval period from 500 to 1500, and ranging across the
whole of Europe, from England and Spain to the Baltic and Eastern Europe, John
Aberth focuses his study on three key areas: the natural elements of air, water,
and earth; the forest; and wild and domestic animals. Through this multi-faceted
lens, An Environmental History of the Middle Ages sheds fascinating new light
on the medieval environmental mindset. It will be essential reading for students,
scholars and all those interested in the Middle Ages
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The Middle Ages was a critical and formative time for Western approaches to our natural surroundings. An
Environmental History of the Middle Ages is a unique and unprecedented cultural survey of attitudes towards
the environment during this period. Humankind’s relationship with the environment shifted gradually over
time from a predominantly adversarial approach to something more overtly collaborative, until a series of
ecological crises in the late Middle Ages. With the advent of shattering events such as the Great Famine and
the Black Death, considered efflorescences of the climate downturn known as the Little Ice Age that is
comparable to our present global warming predicament, medieval people began to think of and relate to their
natural environment in new and more nuanced ways. They now were made to be acutely aware of the
consequences of human impacts upon the environment, anticipating the cyclical, "new ecology" approach of
the modern world.

Exploring the entire medieval period from 500 to 1500, and ranging across the whole of Europe, from
England and Spain to the Baltic and Eastern Europe, John Aberth focuses his study on three key areas: the
natural elements of air, water, and earth; the forest; and wild and domestic animals. Through this multi-
faceted lens, An Environmental History of the Middle Ages sheds fascinating new light on the medieval
environmental mindset. It will be essential reading for students, scholars and all those interested in the
Middle Ages
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Editorial Review

Review

"This environmental history shows that our struggles with climate change, environmental pollution,
deforestation, pandemics, and many other aspects of nature are not new. Thanks to this timely book,
our future decisions can be informed by what people learned over 1000 years ago." - Joyce E.
Salisbury, University of Wisconsin Green Bay, USA

"Independent scholar Aberth is a Vermont farmer with a doctorate in medieval history, and he
provides information that would enrich any survey course on the European Middle Ages...
Recommended. All levels/libraries." - A.C. Reeves, emeritus, Ohio University, CHOICE magazine

"Anyone interested in medieval Europe's environmental history must cheer the publication of John
Aberth's newest book... It is as tool for historical understanding of environments and particularly their
impact on medieval written culture." -Paola Squatriti, University of Michigan, The Historian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Venegas:

Here thing why this An Environmental History of the Middle Ages: The Crucible of Nature are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. An Environmental History of the Middle Ages: The
Crucible of Nature giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no guide that similar with An Environmental History of the Middle Ages: The Crucible of
Nature. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of An Environmental History of the Middle Ages: The Crucible of Nature in e-book
can be your alternate.

Catherine Gabel:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the An Environmental History of the Middle Ages: The
Crucible of Nature is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Michael Banks:

The actual book An Environmental History of the Middle Ages: The Crucible of Nature will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book An Environmental History of the Middle Ages:
The Crucible of Nature is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Leigh Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually An
Environmental History of the Middle Ages: The Crucible of Nature.
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