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As critic, Kenneth Burke's preoccupations were at the beginning purely esthetic
and literary; but after Counter-Statement (1931), he began to discriminate a
"rhetorical" or persuasive component in literature, and thereupon became a
philosopher of language and human conduct.

In A Grammar of Motives (1945) and A Rhetoric of Motives (1950), Burke's
conception of "symbolic action" comes into its own: all human
activities—linguisitc or extra-linguistic—are modes of symbolizing; man is
defined as the symbol-using (and -misusing) animal. The critic's job becomes one
of the interpreting human symbolizing wherever he finds it, with the aim of
illuminating human motivation. Thus the reach of the literary critic now extends
to the social and ethical.

A Grammar of Motives is a "methodical meditation" on such complex linguistic
forms as plays, stories, poems, theologies, metaphysical systems, political
philosophies, constitutions. A Rhetoric of Motives expands the field to human
ways of persuasion and identification. Persuasion, as Burke sees it, "ranges from
the bluntest quest of advantage, as in sales promotion or propaganda, through
courtship, social etiquette, education, and the sermon, to a 'pure' form that
delights in the process of appeal for itself alone, without ulterior purpose. And
identification ranges from the politician who, addressing an audience of farmers,
says, 'I was a farm boy myself,' through the mysteries of social status, to the
mystic's devout identification with the sources of all being."
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As critic, Kenneth Burke's preoccupations were at the beginning purely esthetic and literary; but after
Counter-Statement (1931), he began to discriminate a "rhetorical" or persuasive component in literature, and
thereupon became a philosopher of language and human conduct.

In A Grammar of Motives (1945) and A Rhetoric of Motives (1950), Burke's conception of "symbolic action"
comes into its own: all human activities—linguisitc or extra-linguistic—are modes of symbolizing; man is
defined as the symbol-using (and -misusing) animal. The critic's job becomes one of the interpreting human
symbolizing wherever he finds it, with the aim of illuminating human motivation. Thus the reach of the
literary critic now extends to the social and ethical.

A Grammar of Motives is a "methodical meditation" on such complex linguistic forms as plays, stories,
poems, theologies, metaphysical systems, political philosophies, constitutions. A Rhetoric of Motives
expands the field to human ways of persuasion and identification. Persuasion, as Burke sees it, "ranges from
the bluntest quest of advantage, as in sales promotion or propaganda, through courtship, social etiquette,
education, and the sermon, to a 'pure' form that delights in the process of appeal for itself alone, without
ulterior purpose. And identification ranges from the politician who, addressing an audience of farmers, says,
'I was a farm boy myself,' through the mysteries of social status, to the mystic's devout identification with the
sources of all being."
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"The system is a coherent and total vision, a self-contained and internally consistent way of viewing man, the
various scenes in which he lives, and the drama of human relations enacted upon those scenes."—W. H.
Rueckert, Kenneth Burke and the Drama of Human Relations

About the Author

Kenneth Burke has been termed "simply the finest literary critic in the world, and perhaps the finest since
Coleridge" (Stanley Edgar Hyman, The New Leader). Mr. Burke has published ten other works with the
University of California Press: Towards a Better Life (1966); Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life,
Literature, and Method (1966) Collected Poems, 1915-1967 (1968); The Complete White Oxen: Collected
Short Fiction of Kenneth Burke (1968); A Grammar of Motives (1969); Permanence and Change: An
Anatomy of Purpose (1984); The Philosophy of Literary Form (1974); A Rhetoric of Motives (1969); The
Rhetoric of Religion: Studies in Logology (1970); and Attitudes Toward History, Third Edition (1984).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Bryan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the A rhetoric of motives is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jody Tolar:

This book untitled A rhetoric of motives to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Kathy Donnelly:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you think
reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A rhetoric of motives which is obtaining



the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Jami Hannah:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this A rhetoric of motives can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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