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When the British occupied the tiny island of Hong Kong during the First Opium
War, the Chinese empire was well into its decline, while Great Britain was
already in the second decade of its legendary "Imperial Century." From this
collision of empires arose a city that continues to intrigue observers. Melding
Chinese and Western influences, Hong Kong has long defied easy categorization.
John M. Carroll's engrossing and accessible narrative explores the remarkable
history of Hong Kong from the early 1800s through the post-1997 handover,
when this former colony became a Special Administrative Region of the People's
Republic of China. The book explores Hong Kong as a place with a unique
identity, yet also a crossroads where Chinese history, British colonial history, and
world history intersect. Carroll concludes by exploring the legacies of colonial
rule, the consequences of Hong Kong's reintegration with China, and significant
developments and challenges since 1997.
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Editorial Review

Review
A fine balance between substance and readability. (Sino-Western Cultural Relations Journal)

Carroll . . . offers a cogent synthetic history from the 1840s Opium War to the present, with references
geared to English-language readers. . . . Clearly written [and] accessible, especially for students working
with English-language sources. . . . Recommended. (CHOICE)

This is an extraordinary study and could be used by any level of scholar and in any number of classrooms. . .
. It could easily be used in upper-level or graduate classes on the British Empire, comparative colonialism,
urban studies (whether Asian or world) and Chinese history. (World History Connected)

John Carroll has done an excellent job of . . . producing an engaging and up-to-date overview of the territory
from the beginning of colonial rule through to the present. It will be of particular value to those who teach on
Hong Kong, as they now have a book that students will find accessible and interesting, but it will also serve
as a good entry point for those who want to learn more about the development of this distinctive region.
(New Zealand Journal of Asian Studies)

Written in a readable style free of jargon, John Carroll's new work is a welcome addition to the growing
historiography of Hong Kong. It skillfully chronicles major events in Hong Kong from the early nineteenth
century to the present, concluding with a thoughtful epilogue analyzing the legacies of colonialism and their
contemporary relevance. Valuable for general readers, this book is also a useful reference for scholars in the
field. (Jung-fang Tsai, University/College of Charleston, SC)

About the Author
John M. Carroll is associate professor of history at Saint Louis University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johnna Chapin:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled A Concise History of
Hong Kong (Critical Issues in World and International History)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Virginia Dunn:

This book untitled A Concise History of Hong Kong (Critical Issues in World and International History) to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can



get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from
your list.

Paul Simpson:

A Concise History of Hong Kong (Critical Issues in World and International History) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in
writing A Concise History of Hong Kong (Critical Issues in World and International History) but doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Thomas Smith:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is A Concise History of Hong Kong (Critical Issues in World and
International History) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain
it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.
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