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Safe from the battlefields of Europe and Asia, the United States led the
post–World War II global economic recovery through international assistance
and foreign direct investment. With an ardent decolonization agenda and a
postwar legitimacy, the United States attempted to construct a world
characterized by cooperation. When American optimism clashed with Soviet
expansionism, the United States started on a path to global hegemony.

In US Foreign Policy and Defense Strategy, the authors analyze the strategic
underpinnings of hegemony, assess the national security establishment that
sustains dominance, consider the impact on civil-military relations, and explore
the intertwining relationships between foreign policy, defense strategy, and
commercial activities. Eschewing conventional analyses, the volume not only
identifies drivers and continuities in foreign policy, but it also examines how the
legacy of the last sixty-five years will influence future national security policy
that will be characterized by US leadership in an increasingly competitive world.

From civil-military relations to finance, and from competing visions of how
America should make war to its philosophy of securing peace through
reconstruction and reconciliation, US Foreign Policy and Defense Strategy offers
unique insights into the links between military and commercial power as it charts
the rise of a historical rarity: the incidental superpower. This accessibly written
book is suitable for students and general readers as well as scholars.
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Safe from the battlefields of Europe and Asia, the United States led the post–World War II global economic
recovery through international assistance and foreign direct investment. With an ardent decolonization
agenda and a postwar legitimacy, the United States attempted to construct a world characterized by
cooperation. When American optimism clashed with Soviet expansionism, the United States started on a
path to global hegemony.

In US Foreign Policy and Defense Strategy, the authors analyze the strategic underpinnings of hegemony,
assess the national security establishment that sustains dominance, consider the impact on civil-military
relations, and explore the intertwining relationships between foreign policy, defense strategy, and
commercial activities. Eschewing conventional analyses, the volume not only identifies drivers and
continuities in foreign policy, but it also examines how the legacy of the last sixty-five years will influence
future national security policy that will be characterized by US leadership in an increasingly competitive
world.

From civil-military relations to finance, and from competing visions of how America should make war to its
philosophy of securing peace through reconstruction and reconciliation, US Foreign Policy and Defense
Strategy offers unique insights into the links between military and commercial power as it charts the rise of a
historical rarity: the incidental superpower. This accessibly written book is suitable for students and general
readers as well as scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review
U.S. Foreign Policy and Defense Strategy is even- handed in its analysis and rigorous in its methodology. It
also provides and impor- tant glimpse into how America attained its current place in the world, and just what
it will entail if we hope to keep it. That makes it a valuable resource for stu- dents of international affairs and
Ameri- can history, as well as for those who are involved in the shaping of U.S. security policy today, both
today and tomorrow. - Todd Johnson,  Journal of International Security Affairs   

Review

"Reveron, Gvosdev, and Owens have produced a very useful, stimulating, and timely survey of US foreign
and national security policy, offering fresh insight into both the American way of war and the American way
of peace. Touching on everything from political culture and finance to military organization, they rightly
suggest America's world role has been incidental, rather than accidental?that while US involvement overseas
has often been ad hoc and reactive, it is nevertheless driven by certain enduring national interests. Highly
recommended."?Colin Dueck, associate professor in the School of Policy, Government, and International
Affairs , George Mason University

"US Foreign Policy and Defense Strategy is a must-read for all policymakers and scholars who influence the
debate about the American role in international affairs. Drawing on a wealth of expertise and sound analysis .
. . this immensely important book helps modern audiences consider how the United States is likely to
confront new challenges in the world."?William Martel, author of Victory in War: Foundations of Modern
Strategy and associate professor of International Security Studies at The Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy, Tufts University

About the Author
Derek S. Reveron is a professor of national security affairs and the EMC Informationist Chair at the US
Naval War College. He is the author or editor of several books including Cyberspace and National Security:
Threats, Opportunities, and Power in a Virtual World.

Nikolas K. Gvosdev is a professor of national security affairs at the US Naval War College and currently
serves as the director of the Policy Analysis subcourse in the National Security Affairs Department. He is the
author or editor of several books including Russian Foreign Policy: Interests, Vectors, and Sectors.

Mackubin Thomas Owens is the editor of Orbis, the quarterly journal of the Foreign Policy Research
Institute, and former professor of national security affairs at the US Naval War College. He is the author of
US Civil-Military Relations after 9/11: Renegotiating the Civil-Military Bargain.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even



knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This US Foreign Policy and Defense Strategy: The
Evolution of an Incidental Superpower is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Clemencia Torres:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. US Foreign Policy and Defense Strategy: The Evolution of an Incidental Superpower can be your
answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Larry Brackett:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, and soon. The US Foreign Policy and Defense Strategy: The Evolution of an Incidental
Superpower will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Heather Bly:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is US Foreign Policy and Defense Strategy: The Evolution of an Incidental
Superpower this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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