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What does jihad really mean? What is the Muslim conception of law? What is
Islam's stance toward unbelievers? Probing literary and historical sources,
Bernard Lewis traces the development of Islamic political language from the
time of the Prophet to the present. His analysis of documents written in Arabic,
Persian, and Turkish illuminates differences between Muslim political thinking
and Western political theory, and clarifies the perception, discussion, and
practices of politics in the Islamic world.

"Lewis's own style, combining erudition with a simple elegance and subtle
humor, continues to inspire. In an era of specialization and narrowing academic
vision, he stands alone as one who deserves, without qualification, the title of
historian of Islam."—Martin Kramer, Middle East Review

"A superb effort at synthesis that presents all the relevant facts of Middle Eastern
history in an eminently lucid form. . . . It is a book that should prove both
rewarding and congenial to the Muslim reader."—S. Parvez Manzor, Muslim
World Book Review

"By bringing his thoughts together in this clear, concise and readable account,
[Lewis] has placed in his debt scholars and all who seek to understand the
Muslim world."—Ann K. S. Lambton, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies

"[Lewis] constructs a fascinating account of the ways in which Muslims have
conceived of the relations between ruler and ruled, rights and duties, legitimacy
and illegitimacy, obedience and rebellion, justice and oppression. And he shows
how changes in political attitudes and concepts can be traced through changes in
the political vocabulary."—Shaul Bakhash, New York Review of Books
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What does jihad really mean? What is the Muslim conception of law? What is Islam's stance toward
unbelievers? Probing literary and historical sources, Bernard Lewis traces the development of Islamic
political language from the time of the Prophet to the present. His analysis of documents written in Arabic,
Persian, and Turkish illuminates differences between Muslim political thinking and Western political theory,
and clarifies the perception, discussion, and practices of politics in the Islamic world.

"Lewis's own style, combining erudition with a simple elegance and subtle humor, continues to inspire. In an
era of specialization and narrowing academic vision, he stands alone as one who deserves, without
qualification, the title of historian of Islam."—Martin Kramer, Middle East Review

"A superb effort at synthesis that presents all the relevant facts of Middle Eastern history in an eminently
lucid form. . . . It is a book that should prove both rewarding and congenial to the Muslim reader."—S.
Parvez Manzor, Muslim World Book Review

"By bringing his thoughts together in this clear, concise and readable account, [Lewis] has placed in his debt
scholars and all who seek to understand the Muslim world."—Ann K. S. Lambton, Bulletin of the School of
Oriental and African Studies

"[Lewis] constructs a fascinating account of the ways in which Muslims have conceived of the relations
between ruler and ruled, rights and duties, legitimacy and illegitimacy, obedience and rebellion, justice and
oppression. And he shows how changes in political attitudes and concepts can be traced through changes in
the political vocabulary."—Shaul Bakhash, New York Review of Books
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Lewis, utilizing Arabic, Persian and Turkish documents dating from the time of the Prophet to the present,
analyzes the disparity between Islamic and Western political thought.

Copyright 1991 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Lacher:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Political Language of Islam (Exxon
Lecture Series) ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Political Language of Islam (Exxon Lecture
Series) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with
all the book The Political Language of Islam (Exxon Lecture Series). You never feel lose out for everything
if you read some books.

Bette Morgan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Political
Language of Islam (Exxon Lecture Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Betty Dansby:

The ability that you get from The Political Language of Islam (Exxon Lecture Series) may be the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Political Language of Islam (Exxon Lecture Series)
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this The Political Language of Islam
(Exxon Lecture Series) instantly.



Everette Murray:

You may get this The Political Language of Islam (Exxon Lecture Series) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds
of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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