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The Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland (1577, 1587), issued under the
name of Raphael Holinshed, was the crowning achievement of Tudor
historiography, and became the principal source for the historical writings of
Spenser, Daniel and, above all, Shakespeare. While scholars have long been
drawn to Holinshed for its qualities as a source, they typically dismissed it as a
baggy collection of materials, lacking coherent form and analytical insight. This
condescending verdict has only recently given way to an appreciation of the
literary and historical qualities of these chronicles.

The Handbook is a major interdisciplinary undertaking which gives the lie to
Holinshed's detractors, and provides original interpretations of a book that has
lacked sustained academic scrutiny. Bringing together leading specialists in a
variety of fields - literature, history, religion, classics, bibliography, and the
history of the book - the Handbook demonstrates that the Chronicles powerfully
reflect the nature of Tudor thinking about the past, about politics and society, and
about the literary and rhetorical means by which readers might be persuaded of
the truth of narrative. The volume shows how distinctive it was for one book to
chronicle the history of three nations of the British archipelago.

The various sections of the Handbook analyze the making of the two editions of
the Chronicles; the relationship of the work to medieval and early modern
historiography; its formal properties, genres and audience; attitudes to politics,
religion, and society; literary appropriations; and the parallel descriptions and
histories of England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. The result is a seminal study
that shows unequivocally the vitality and complexity of the chronicle form in the
late sixteenth century.
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The Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland (1577, 1587), issued under the name of Raphael Holinshed,
was the crowning achievement of Tudor historiography, and became the principal source for the historical
writings of Spenser, Daniel and, above all, Shakespeare. While scholars have long been drawn to Holinshed
for its qualities as a source, they typically dismissed it as a baggy collection of materials, lacking coherent
form and analytical insight. This condescending verdict has only recently given way to an appreciation of the
literary and historical qualities of these chronicles.

The Handbook is a major interdisciplinary undertaking which gives the lie to Holinshed's detractors, and
provides original interpretations of a book that has lacked sustained academic scrutiny. Bringing together
leading specialists in a variety of fields - literature, history, religion, classics, bibliography, and the history of
the book - the Handbook demonstrates that the Chronicles powerfully reflect the nature of Tudor thinking
about the past, about politics and society, and about the literary and rhetorical means by which readers might
be persuaded of the truth of narrative. The volume shows how distinctive it was for one book to chronicle the
history of three nations of the British archipelago.

The various sections of the Handbook analyze the making of the two editions of the Chronicles; the
relationship of the work to medieval and early modern historiography; its formal properties, genres and
audience; attitudes to politics, religion, and society; literary appropriations; and the parallel descriptions and
histories of England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. The result is a seminal study that shows unequivocally
the vitality and complexity of the chronicle form in the late sixteenth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is a major boon for Shakespeare specialists, who should have it in their institutional library, if not
on their personal bookshelf." --Shakespeare Quarterly

"The Oxford Handbook of Holinshed's Chronicles is a fascinating collection of essays. ... It will be a vital
reference work for scholars for years to come and in particular for those writing on Elizabethan literature and
drama." --Renaissance Quarterly

"This is a superb collection of essays.... [T]his excellent work bridges digital humanities with printed results,
creating a volume useful for scholars and students in a multiplicity of early modern fields of study."
--Sixteenth Century Journal

About the Author
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edith Ward:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,



people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Oxford Handbook
of Holinshed's Chronicles (Oxford Handbooks) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Andre Todd:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Oxford Handbook of
Holinshed's Chronicles (Oxford Handbooks) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

John McCraw:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the entire day to reading a e-book. The book The Oxford Handbook of Holinshed's Chronicles (Oxford
Handbooks) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book offers high quality.

John Bradley:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is The Oxford Handbook of Holinshed's Chronicles (Oxford Handbooks).
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