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"The most winning junior detective ever in teen lit. (Take that, Nancy
Drew!)" —Midwest Children's Book Review

Sammy thought she'd seen all the weirdness her town had to offer—and then she
met Justice Jack, Santa Martina's very own superhero. Well, really he's just a guy
in spandex and a mask who rides around town on a dirt bike, hoping to find some
crime to fight.

The old folks in town think he's wonderful. So wonderful that they've asked him
to track down Sammy's neighbor Mrs. Wedgewood, who seems to have
disappeared—along with a lot of other people's cash. Sammy's friends think
Justice Jack is funny and cool. Billy Pratt's even auditioning to be his sidekick!
But Sammy thinks he's kind of . . . lame. He's more of a showstopper than a
crime stopper. And when a real mystery comes along, Sammy finds herself right
in the middle of it. . . .

The Sammy Keyes mysteries are fast-paced, funny, thoroughly modern, and
true whodunits. Each mystery is exciting and dramatic, but it's the drama in
Sammy's personal life that keeps readers coming back to see what happens next
with her love interest Casey, her soap-star mother, and her mysterious father.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for the Sammy Keyes series:
 
“Van Draanen offers such an explosive combination of high-stakes sleuthing, hilarity, and breathlessly paced
action that it’s impossible to turn the pages fast enough.” —Kirkus Reviews 

“There’s no stopping Sammy.”—Publishers Weekly

“An intelligent, gutsy, flawed, and utterly likable heroine.”—Booklist

"Move over, Nancy Drew—a new sleuth is on the scene.”—Girls’ Life

"Think a combination of Carl Hiaasen’s Flush and Janet Evanovich’s Stephanie Plum books and you’ll be
right on target.” —School Library Journal

“A high-quality, high-amp mystery series.” —The Horn Book
 
“This funny, clever series is NOT for kids only. I challenge the most seasoned mystery reader to guess ‘who
done it.’” —Cozies, Capers, and Crimes
 
“Sammy Keyes comes armed with attitude.” —Orlando Sentinel

“Sammy doesn’t find mysteries to solve—they find her.” —Arizona Republic

“Humor, romance and adventure; this story is an absolute blast.” —Chicago Tribune
 
“If you haven’t met Sammy Keyes yet, now is the time.” —Children’s Literature

About the Author
WENDELIN VAN DRAANEN was a classroom teacher for many years before becoming a full-time writer.
The books in the Sammy Keyes mystery series have been embraced by critics and readers alike, with Sammy
Keyes and the Hotel Thief receiving the Edgar Allan Poe Award for best children’s mystery. Wendelin is
also the author of many award-winning novels, including Flipped, The Running Dream, Runaway,
Confessions of a Serial Kisser, Swear to Howdy, The Secret Life of Lincoln Jones, and Wild Bird. You can
find her online at WendelinVanDraanen.com and @WendelinVanD, and you can follow Sammy Keyes on
Facebook.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

One

Dot DeVries is Dutch.

Well, at least that’s her heritage. She was born here, but her parents are from Holland and they speak with an



accent and say ja a lot.

And even though Dot acts like an everyday ordinary eighth grader most of the time, when the calendar flips
over to December, the Dutch girl in her cannot be contained.

“Here!” she said before school on Tuesday, forcing a small chunk of what looked like black rubber into my
hand. “Sinterklaas came last night!”

According to Dot, Sinterklaas is the Dutch version of Santa Claus. He’s a big man with a long white beard
and he brings gifts to good boys and girls, only instead of using eight reindeer and a sleigh, he rides just one
big white horse, and instead of putting lots of presents all at once under a tree, Sinterklaas gives a few little
presents spread out over five days, and he puts them in your shoes.

Dot gets way into Sinterklaas, but this was the first time she’d shared anything from him with me. “What is
it?” I asked her, staring down at the rubbery black nugget.

“Dutch candy!” she says, popping one in her mouth. “It’s delicious!”

“Really?” I ask, ’cause, honestly, it looks like someone diced up an old tire.

“Really!” she squeaks. “Yesterday was the first of December, so before bed we put our shoes by the
fireplace, left apples for the horse, and sang the Sinterklaas song, and this morning we had treats in our
shoes!”

I still wasn’t convinced, but she was so excited, I figured, What the heck? and put it in my mouth.

It was rubbery.

And bitter.

And bleeeechhhh.

“You don’t like it?” Dot says, ’cause bleeeechhhh is written all over my face.

I look around for someplace to spit it out.

“Give it a second!” she says. “Really! It’s delicious!”

But I can’t take it another second. It doesn’t just taste like something that’s been inside a shoe, it tastes like a
shoe! I hock it like a big black nasty loogie into a bush and wipe my lips on my sweatshirt sleeve. “You
seriously like that?”

“Your teeth are black,” she says, zooming in a little on my mouth.

“So are yours!” I tell her, inspecting hers, and we both hurry to the water fountain to swish our mouths out
before class.

Then on Wednesday she comes up to me looking kinda sheepish and says, “Mom thinks you’ll like these
better.”



I arch an eyebrow at the little paper-wrapped cube in her hand. “What is it?”

“Hopjes,” she says. “It’s coffee candy.”

“Black coffee?” I ask, picturing my teeth turning all icky again.

“No, no. It’s sweet. It’s really delicious.”

I just stare at it, ’cause coffee that’s been in a shoe sounds about as appetizing as tar. “You said that last
time.”

But she forces it on me, and when I unwrap it, what I see does look edible.

It’s caramel-colored.

Shiny.

Like a piece of real candy.

So I pop it in my mouth, and after a few seconds Dot says, “Well?”

My eyes bug out a little. “This is the best candy I’ve ever tasted!”

“Told you!” she squealed.

Then on Thursday she brought a package of what looked like little waffle cookies. “They’re stroopwafels!”
she said. “My favorite!”

They were also delicious, and since our friends Marissa and Billy and Holly were all there wanting to try
them, they went fast.

“So, wait,” Billy says. “You sing a song at night and in the morning you get cookies in your shoes? Do you
have to be Dutch to do this?”

Dot grins at him. “You have to be good!”

He laughs. “Well, that eliminates me.”

“And if you’re not good, you don’t just get a lump of coal. You get put in a sack and taken away by
Sinterklaas’s helpers!”

“Seriously? They kidnap you?”

“Uh-huh!” she says, and her eyes are all sparkly. “But if you are good, then on the last day, Sinterklaas
comes and throws pepernoten through the roof and leaves presents at your door.”

“Pepernoten?” Holly asks. “What are those?”

“Little spice cookies!”



I squint at her. “He throws cookies through the roof? How?”

Dot grins. “He just does! He’s Sinterklaas! You look up and see them falling from the ceiling.”

“Don’t they break?” Holly asks. “Don’t you get crumbs everywhere?”

Dot shakes her head. “They’re little, and they’re hard. They crash through the roof and scatter all over the
house and the children race to pick them up. They’re delicious!”

Marissa squints at her. “You eat them off the floor?”

Dot shrugs and smiles. Like, Yeah, that’s what we do. Then she adds, “We keep it going because Anneke
and Beppie are still little, and I’m glad--it’s the most fun holiday ever!”

“Who’s Anneke and Beppie?” Billy asks.

“My sisters.”

“A double dose of mischief,” I tell him, because last New Year’s the rest of us spent the night at Dot’s house
and they were like a couple of nosy mice, spying on us everywhere we went.

“Wish I could be a fly on your wall,” Holly says. “That’s got to be wild.”

“It is! Especially because Troy and Stan go into combat mode and try to raid my stash of pepernoten.”

“Let me guess,” Billy says. “Brothers?”

Dot nods. “They think they’re so smart, but this year I’ve got a satchel ready and they’re going to have to
tackle me for them.”

Marissa shakes her head. “So little hard cookies come through the roof, you guys collect them--”

“We dive for them!”

“--and put them in satchels so your brothers can’t steal them--”

“Well, I steal theirs, too. And they steal them back!”

“--and after they’ve crashed through the roof, scattered all over the floor, and endured an epic battle between
you and your brothers, you eat them.”

Dot grins from ear to ear. “It’s tradition!”

Billy laughs. “Can I get a skybox seat?”

The rest of us laugh, “Me too!” and then the warning bell rings so we all scatter off to class.

Then on Friday Dot comes racing up to us before school, all out of breath and rosy-cheeked. “Guess what?”
she pants, but this time she doesn’t have Dutch cookies or candy or little tabs of tar.



She’s got an invitation.

“Mom says you guys can come over for Sinterklaas tonight!”

We all look at each other, and finally Billy says, “Really?”

Dot nods like crazy. “No skybox seats, though. You have to get in and be part of it. Wear heavy socks and
come ready for battle.” She gives a little grin and shrugs. “At least that’s what Troy and Stan say. Mom says
as long as you don’t blow it for Anneke and Beppie, you’re welcome to join us.”

“Well, I’m in!” I cry, and Billy goes, “Me too!” and right away Holly and Marissa say they’ll go, too.

“Invite Casey if you want,” Dot says, looking at me. “The more boys we have to go up against Troy and
Stan, the better.”

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angel Garcia:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a reserve. The book Sammy Keyes and the Power of Justice Jack it is very good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Margaret Head:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer might be Sammy Keyes and the Power of Justice Jack why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Catherine Scott:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you



examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Sammy Keyes and the Power of Justice Jack provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

Barry Altman:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sammy Keyes and the Power of Justice
Jack can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?
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