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"Pop internationalists" -- people who speak impressively about international
trade while ignoring basic economics and misusing economic figures are the
target of this collection of Paul Krugman's most recent essays. In the clear,
readable, entertaining style that brought acclaim for his best-selling Age of
Diminished Expectations, Krugman explains what real economic analysis is. He
discusses economic terms and measurements, like "value-added" and GDP, in
simple language so that readers can understand how pop internationalists distort,
and sometimes contradict, the most basic truths about world trade.

All but two of the essays have previously appeared in such publications as
Foreign Affairs, Scientific American, and the Harvard Business Review. The first
five essays take on exaggerations of foreign competition's effects on the U.S.
economy and represent Krugman's central criticisms of public debate over world
trade. The next three essays expose further distortions of economic theory and
include the complete, unaltered, controversial review of Laura Tyson's Who's
Bashing Whom. The third group of essays highlights misconceptions about
competition from less industrialized countries. The concluding essays focus on
interesting and legitimate economic questions, such as the effects of
technological change on society.
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essays. In the clear, readable, entertaining style that brought acclaim for his best-selling Age of Diminished
Expectations, Krugman explains what real economic analysis is. He discusses economic terms and
measurements, like "value-added" and GDP, in simple language so that readers can understand how pop
internationalists distort, and sometimes contradict, the most basic truths about world trade.

All but two of the essays have previously appeared in such publications as Foreign Affairs, Scientific
American, and the Harvard Business Review. The first five essays take on exaggerations of foreign
competition's effects on the U.S. economy and represent Krugman's central criticisms of public debate over
world trade. The next three essays expose further distortions of economic theory and include the complete,
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A collection of essays about international trade seems destined to be a snoozer, but Paul Krugman, an
economics professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, somehow manages to write about an
arcane subject in a lively manner that is actually entertaining. Krugman contends that many who are famed
as experts on world trade actually misunderstand the subject completely, and he provides a startling
commentary on some notables, from Lester Thurow to Ross Perot. Yet Krugman comes not merely to
destroy; a reader can gain from his essays some real insight into economics, not to mention which economic
commentators know their stuff.

From Publishers Weekly
PW hailed these "stimulating, maverick essays" from the controversial Stanford economist.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
On the evidence of the lively collection of essays at hand, there's nothing dismal about the social science
practiced by Stanford University professor Krugman (Peddling Prosperity, 1994, etc.). In a baker's dozen
pieces (previously published in Foreign Affairs, Harvard Business Review, and other blue-chip journals), the
author gleefully corrects what he construes as major errors corrupting public discourse on the economics of
international trade. Using statistical data readily available from US government agencies, Krugman
dismisses as ``a dangerous obsession'' the widely accepted notion that countries (like corporations) are in
win-lose competition with one another. He goes on to make a persuasive case for the proposition that
domestic productivity is the key determinant of growth in employment and living standards throughout a
world that is appreciably less interdependent than commonly believed. Among other unfortunate
consequences, the author argues, the simplistic doctrine of global rivalry has the power to cloud the minds of
appointive and elected officials, who may use it to misallocate resources, impose trade restrictions, or
commit other policy blunders. While he characterizes the export/import game's stakes as relatively small,
Krugman is at frequent pains to support, if not advance, the free-trade cause. In aid of this objective, he takes
on some influential high-profile peers (Paul Kennedy, Edward Luttwak, Robert Reich, et al.) and documents
precisely how their anecdotal evidence and figures fail to add up. Covered in equally iconoclastic fashion are
NAFTA (a political rather than a commercial alliance, in the author's convincing opinion), the unsustainable
gains logged for Asia's newly industrializing nations, and the reality that technology has a greater impact on
job rates than trade. An informed and informative audit of the all-too-conventional wisdom that, as per
Gresham's law, can drive common sense from the marketplace of ideas. -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Sorenson:

The book Pop Internationalism (MIT Press) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Pop Internationalism (MIT
Press) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your



knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a e-book
Pop Internationalism (MIT Press). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Brooke Lambeth:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Pop Internationalism (MIT Press) book is readable by simply you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Pop
Internationalism (MIT Press) content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Pop Internationalism (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Enola Hudson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Pop Internationalism (MIT Press) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Deon Henderson:

Pop Internationalism (MIT Press) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Pop Internationalism (MIT Press) but
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.
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