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William Dalrymple’s award-winning first book: his classic, fiercely intelligent
and wonderfully entertaining account of his journey across Marco Polo’s 700-
year-old route from Jerusalem to Xanadu, the summer palace of Kubla Khan. 
 
At the age of twenty-two, Dalrymple left his college in Cambridge to travel to the
ruins of Kubla Khan’s stately pleasure dome in Xanadu. As he and his
companions travel across the width of Asia—crossing through Acre, Aleppo,
Tabriz, Tashkurgan, and other mysterious and sometimes hellish places—they
encounter dusty, forgotten roads, unexpected hospitality, and difficult challenges.
Stylish, witty, and knowledgeable about everything from the dreaded order of
Assassins to the hidden origins of the Three Magi, this is travel writing at its best.
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William Dalrymple’s award-winning first book: his classic, fiercely intelligent and wonderfully entertaining
account of his journey across Marco Polo’s 700-year-old route from Jerusalem to Xanadu, the summer
palace of Kubla Khan. 
 
At the age of twenty-two, Dalrymple left his college in Cambridge to travel to the ruins of Kubla Khan’s
stately pleasure dome in Xanadu. As he and his companions travel across the width of Asia—crossing
through Acre, Aleppo, Tabriz, Tashkurgan, and other mysterious and sometimes hellish places—they
encounter dusty, forgotten roads, unexpected hospitality, and difficult challenges. Stylish, witty, and
knowledgeable about everything from the dreaded order of Assassins to the hidden origins of the Three
Magi, this is travel writing at its best.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Superb. . . . Marvelous. . . . Rich with the sights, smells, history and feel of Asia. . . . A classic.” –The
Sunday Express

“Splendid. . . . Dalrymple is plainly brilliant, bonkers, or both.” —The Times (London)

“The future of travel writing lies in the hands of gifted writers like Dalrymple.” —The Independent (London)
 
"This is travel writing in the grand tradition, with a true whiff of high adventure. Dalrymple recounts his saga
with a fine mixture of humour and erudition, and with the exuberance of youth." —Evening Standard

"Bright, sharp, laconic and outrageous, his is an adventurous account of hippies and mad mullahs, mosques
and sacred tombs, dangers and celebrations, Dionysian rituals and rich discoveries. It is full of life and very
funny." —Sunday Times
 
“Dalrymple is probably the best travel writer of his generation.” —The Daily Mail
 
“Uncommonly satisfying because of the rare skill with which Dalrymple blends his ingredients: history,
danger, humour, architecture, people, hardships, politics.” —London Literary Review
 
“Brilliant.” —The Spectator
 
“Dalrymple is a phenomenon and his journey a remarkable one. . . . A striking achievement.” —Punch
 
“A vivid, engaging, often hilarious account of an amazing 12,000-mile quest.” —The Sunday Express
 
"Outstanding. . . . William Dalrymple is a natural writer. His models are, perhaps, Peter Fleming and Evelyn
Waugh rather than more serious travellers, but he's a better scholar than either. Best of all, he has the gift of
comedy. . . . In Xanadu marks the arrival of a new star." —Sydney Morning Herald
 
"A fast, furious, funny read. . . . Clearly the stuff bestsellers are made of." —Times of India
 
“A delightful book—erudite, adventurous and amusing [with] an exotic itinerary, charming companions,
impossible odds, appalling discomfort and bizarre encounters along the way.” —Piers Paul Reed

About the Author
William Dalrymple is the author of seven acclaimed works of history and travel, including City of Djinns,
which won the Young British Writer of the Year Prize and the Thomas Cook Travel Book award; the
bestselling From the Holy Mountain; White Mughals, which won Britain's most prestigious history prize, the
Wolfson; and The Last Mughal, which won the Duff Cooper Prize for History and Biography. He divides his
time between New Delhi and London, and is a contributor to The New York Review of Books, The New
Yorker, and The Guardian.
 
www.williamdalrymple.uk.com



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jill Barks:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of In Xanadu to read.

Mark Blanding:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled In Xanadu the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The In Xanadu giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your
better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Paul Dixon:

In Xanadu can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing In Xanadu but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Derek Clancy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra In
Xanadu.
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