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Acclaimed historian Harry Harootunian calls attention to the boundaries, real and
theoretical, that compartmentalize the world around us. In one of the first works
to explore on equal footing European and Japanese conceptions of modernity?as
imagined in the writings of Georg Simmel and Walter Benjamin, as well as
ethnologist Yanagita Kunio and Marxist philosopher Tosaka Jun?Harootunian
seeks to expose the problematic nature of scholarly categories. In doing so,
History's Disquiet presents intellectual genealogies of such orthodox notions as
"field" and "modernity" and other concepts intellectuals in the East and West
have used to understand the changing world around them. Contrasting reflections
on everyday life in Japan and Europe, Harootunian shows how responses to
capitalist society were expressed in similar ways: social critics in both regions
alleged a broad sense of alienation, particularly among the middle class.
However, he also points out that Japanese critics viewed modernity as a
condition in which Japan?without the lengthy period of capitalist modernization
that characterized Europe and America?was either "catching up" with those
regions or "copying" them.

As elegantly written as it is controversial, this book is both an invitation for
rethinking intellectual boundaries and an invigorating affirmation that such
boundaries can indeed be broken down.
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compartmentalize the world around us. In one of the first works to explore on equal footing European and
Japanese conceptions of modernity?as imagined in the writings of Georg Simmel and Walter Benjamin, as
well as ethnologist Yanagita Kunio and Marxist philosopher Tosaka Jun?Harootunian seeks to expose the
problematic nature of scholarly categories. In doing so, History's Disquiet presents intellectual genealogies
of such orthodox notions as "field" and "modernity" and other concepts intellectuals in the East and West
have used to understand the changing world around them. Contrasting reflections on everyday life in Japan
and Europe, Harootunian shows how responses to capitalist society were expressed in similar ways: social
critics in both regions alleged a broad sense of alienation, particularly among the middle class. However, he
also points out that Japanese critics viewed modernity as a condition in which Japan?without the lengthy
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boundaries and an invigorating affirmation that such boundaries can indeed be broken down.
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Editorial Review

Review

By performing [the] dramatic, initial foray through an extraordinarily fertile research site that others can now
settle and plow, History's Disquiet achieves the status of pioneering work.

(The Journal of Asian Studies)

This is an extraordinary book... It should be read and reread.

(Takashi Fujitani Pacific Historical Review)

Review

A fearlessly critical book, freely integrating theories and opinions culled from all places and periods. One of
the very few truly exciting books on Japan, it sees Japan as simply one of the countries in the world, thus
shedding powerful light on contemporary intellectual problems of every society.

(Masao Miyoshi, University of California, San Diego, coeditor (with Fredric Jameson) of Cultures of
Globalization)

In his magisterial account of modernity and the everyday, Harry Harootunian has offered an incisive critique
of the politics of knowledge production regarding 'Japan,' 'Asia,' and beyond. The theoretical sophistication,
passion, and vision of this work are exemplary.

(Rey Chow, Brown University, author of Primitive Passions: Visuality, Sexuality, Ethnography, and
Contemporary Chinese Cinema)

About the Author

Harry Harootunian is professor of history and director of East Asian Studies at New York University. He is
author of Toward Restoration and Things Seen and Unseen. He lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This History's Disquiet book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with History's Disquiet content conveys the idea
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you still thinking History's Disquiet is not loveable to be your top list



reading book?

George Oneal:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The History's Disquiet is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Juana Rummel:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be History's Disquiet why because the excellent cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Lillian Burbank:

You may get this History's Disquiet by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to
be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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