
Foresight in Action: Developing Policy-
Oriented Scenarios (Earthscan Risk in
Society)

By Marjolein van Asselt

Foresight in Action: Developing Policy-Oriented Scenarios (Earthscan Risk
in Society) By Marjolein van Asselt

Assessing the future is vital in informing public policy decisions. One of the most
widespread approaches is the development of scenarios, which are alternative
hypothetical futures. Research has indicated, however, that the reality of how
professionals go about employing scenarios is often starkly at odds with the
theory - a finding that has important ramifications for how the resulting images
of the future should be interpreted. It also shows the need for rewriting and
updating theory.

This book, based on an intensive five year study of how experts actually go about
assessing the future, provides a groundbreaking examination of foresighting in
action. Obtained via ethnographic techniques, the results lay bare for the first
time the real processes by which scenarios are made. It is also the first book to
examine foresighting for public policy, which is so often overlooked in favour of
business practice. From handling of discontinuity to historical determinism, the
analysis reveals and explains why foresight is difficult and what the major pitfalls
are. Each chapter ends with a toolkit of recommendations for practice. The book
aims to help readers to reflect on their own practices of public-oriented foresight
and thus to foster a deeper understanding of the key principles and challenges.
Ultimately, this will lead to better informed decision making.
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Assessing the future is vital in informing public policy decisions. One of the most widespread approaches is
the development of scenarios, which are alternative hypothetical futures. Research has indicated, however,
that the reality of how professionals go about employing scenarios is often starkly at odds with the theory - a
finding that has important ramifications for how the resulting images of the future should be interpreted. It
also shows the need for rewriting and updating theory.

This book, based on an intensive five year study of how experts actually go about assessing the future,
provides a groundbreaking examination of foresighting in action. Obtained via ethnographic techniques, the
results lay bare for the first time the real processes by which scenarios are made. It is also the first book to
examine foresighting for public policy, which is so often overlooked in favour of business practice. From
handling of discontinuity to historical determinism, the analysis reveals and explains why foresight is
difficult and what the major pitfalls are. Each chapter ends with a toolkit of recommendations for practice.
The book aims to help readers to reflect on their own practices of public-oriented foresight and thus to foster
a deeper understanding of the key principles and challenges. Ultimately, this will lead to better informed
decision making.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Teresa Raap:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Foresight in
Action: Developing Policy-Oriented Scenarios (Earthscan Risk in Society) is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Jetta Butler:

The book untitled Foresight in Action: Developing Policy-Oriented Scenarios (Earthscan Risk in Society)
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
written by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice
examine.

Audrey Mack:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Foresight in Action: Developing
Policy-Oriented Scenarios (Earthscan Risk in Society) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you



know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Randy Acevedo:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By book Foresight in Action: Developing Policy-Oriented Scenarios (Earthscan Risk in Society)
we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must love to read
a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life at this time book Foresight in Action: Developing Policy-Oriented Scenarios (Earthscan Risk in Society).
You can more appealing than now.
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