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Dr. Bill Bass, one of the world's leading forensic anthropologists, gained
international attention when he built a forensic lab like no other: The Body Farm.
Now, this master scientist unlocks the gates of his lab to reveal his most
intriguing cases-and to revisit the Lindbergh kidnapping and murder, fifty years
after the fact.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this memoir, Bass, a premier forensic anthropologist, recounts how a life spent studying dead bodies led to
the creation of "The Anthropolgy Research Facility" (aka the Body Farm), a plot of land near the University
of Tennessee Medical Center where Bass and his colleagues monitor the decomposition of human corpses in
various environments. The book is structured around the 1981 creation of the Body Farm, and the early
chapters focus on some of Bass's trickier cases to demonstrate his need for more information about the
science of forensics. The later chapters take a closer look at how the scientific analysis of Body Farm corpses
has helped Bass and other anthropologists solve some of the toughest and most bizarre cases of their
distinguished careers. Though professional and conscientious when describing the medical facts of each case,
Bass, writing with journalist Jefferson, proves to be a witty storyteller with a welcome sense of humor. He
also does a nice job balancing accounts of death and decomposition with decidedly not-so-morbid tidbits
from his personal life. Furthermore, the poignancy of how he reacts to the deaths of his first two wives
reflects the compassion he feels for the dead and their surviving family members he encounters in his
working life. Bass may deal with the dead, but he has a lust for life that comes across in his writing. While
the grisly details may not make this a must-read for everyone, those who do pick it up might just be
pleasantly surprised by how Bass brings death to life.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School--Not for the "faint of stomach," this is the story of one man's questto identify murder
victims. Bass, who created the University of Tennessee's Anthropology Research Facility, which is devoted
to research on human decomposition, mixes scientific and personal anecdotes in such a way that readers are
hooked from the first page. Readability, however, never loses out to accuracy, and the mix is quite an
accomplishment. The author explains the process of decomposition and how bones give clues to identity:
approximate age, sex, height, and race, all of which are needed to bring the forensic scientist one step closer
to putting a name to a corpse. He describes some of the cases he has been involved with and laughs at
himself when he shares stories of mistakes and assumptions. Young adults will gain insight into the forensic
process and appreciate Bass's dedication to the truth and his work.--Peggy Bercher, Fairfax County Public
Library, VA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Bill Bass' forensics lab at the University of Tennessee is like no other. At the "Body Farm," corpses are
allowed to decay naturally, exposed to the elements; they are locked in automobile trunks, submerged in
water, buried in shallow graves--all to help pathologists understand what happens to people after they die. In
this informative book, cowritten with science writer Jefferson, Bass gives us a guided tour of the Body Farm
and takes us behind the scenes of some of his most interesting cases, including his reappraisal of the
Lindbergh kidnapping. Fans of the forensics-oriented novels of such mystery writers as Kathy Reichs and
Patricia Cornwell (who supplies the introduction to this book), not to mention television series like CSI:
Crime Scene Investigation, will make an eager audience for this one. On the other hand, readers whose
queasy meter hits the danger zone at the mention of decaying flesh should proceed with caution. David Pitt
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shannon Thompson:

The book Death's Acre: Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm Where the Dead Do Tell Tales
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make reading a book Death's Acre: Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm Where the
Dead Do Tell Tales to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a
publication Death's Acre: Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm Where the Dead Do Tell Tales.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this book?

Ryan Fox:

Here thing why that Death's Acre: Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm Where the Dead Do
Tell Tales are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really
depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Death's Acre: Inside the
Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm Where the Dead Do Tell Tales giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Death's Acre:
Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm Where the Dead Do Tell Tales. It gives you thrill looking
at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Death's Acre: Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm Where the Dead Do Tell Tales in e-book
can be your option.

Henry Slaughter:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Death's Acre:
Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm Where the Dead Do Tell Tales, you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Sarah Lopez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or



picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Death's Acre: Inside the Legendary Forensic Lab the Body Farm
Where the Dead Do Tell Tales can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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