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For their sheer scale and breathtaking audacity, their works have made them
among the most celebrated and controversia artistsin the world. Valley Curtain
stretched 1,250 feet across avalley in Rifle, Colorado; Wrapped Coast covered a
mile and a half of Australian coastline with amillion square feet of fabric; The
Umbrellas deployed 3,100 umbrellas set in Japan and California, each nearly
twenty feet tall; Surrounded Islands encircled eleven islandsin Biscayne Bay,
Floridawith six and a half million square feet of bright pink fabric; and Wrapped
Reichstag envel oped the entire German parliament in shimmering silver fabric.

For more than forty years, these and many other works by Christo and Jeanne-
Claude have reconceived the art of the possible, turned natural and human
monuments-streets, bridges, hills, trees, buildings, parks, and islands-into

scul ptures and paintings, and created dazzling new landscapes and startling new
vistas. Often requiring years, even decades, of preparation and planning, these
works-not merely feats of aesthetic daring but engineering and organizational
marvels-exist for only afew weeks or less. Y et what makes these transient
creations linger forever in the mind is their overwhelming and magisterial beauty.
They are, in every sense, transformative, and, for the millions who have
experienced them in person, unforgettable.

Christo and Jeanne-Claude have been the frequent subjects of films, videos,
catalogues, cartoons, monographs, exhibitions, and editorials. Until this
biography by Burt Chernow, however, written with the full cooperation of the
artists, nothing has connected the intimate details of their lives and the
spectacular dimensions of their projects. Christo, the penniless Bulgarian refugee
who made hisway to Paris during the 1950s, and Jeanne-Claude, the socidite
daughter of a prominent French general, seemed an unlikely couple, yet together
they forged one of the most enduring partnerships in contemporary art. When
they arrived in New Y ork in 1964, Christo was aready becoming well known in
avant-garde circles for his wrappings of everyday objects; Jeanne-Claude acted
as manager, dealer, and accountant. Over time, as Chernow reveals, the fusion of
their prodigious gifts-his drawings and her ability to draw things together-
produced the works for which today they are known the world over.

Chernow recounts their rise from relative obscurity to international renown,
revealing both the sources of their art and the heights to which it has quite
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literally aspired. An epilogue by Wolfgang Volz, alongtime and close
collaborator of the artists, as well as their exclusive photographer, provides a
fascinating insider's view of what it is like to work, and dream, with them.
Christo and Jeanne-Claude is an indelible portrait of the artists and their work,
and amoving account of an extraordinary couple.
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For their sheer scale and breathtaking audacity, their works have made them among the most cel ebrated and
controversia artistsin theworld. Valley Curtain stretched 1,250 feet across avalley in Rifle, Colorado;
Wrapped Coast covered amile and a half of Australian coastline with amillion square feet of fabric; The
Umbrellas deployed 3,100 umbrellas set in Japan and California, each nearly twenty feet tall; Surrounded
Islands encircled eleven islands in Biscayne Bay, Florida with six and a half million square feet of bright
pink fabric; and Wrapped Reichstag enveloped the entire German parliament in shimmering silver fabric.

For more than forty years, these and many other works by Christo and Jeanne-Claude have reconceived the
art of the possible, turned natural and human monuments-streets, bridges, hills, trees, buildings, parks, and
islands-into sculptures and paintings, and created dazzling new landscapes and startling new vistas. Often
requiring years, even decades, of preparation and planning, these works-not merely feats of aesthetic daring
but engineering and organizational marvels-exist for only afew weeks or less. Y et what makes these
transient creations linger forever in the mind is their overwhelming and magisterial beauty. They are, in
every sense, transformative, and, for the millions who have experienced them in person, unforgettable.

Christo and Jeanne-Claude have been the frequent subjects of films, videos, catalogues, cartoons,
monographs, exhibitions, and editorials. Until this biography by Burt Chernow, however, written with the
full cooperation of the artists, nothing has connected the intimate details of their lives and the spectacular
dimensions of their projects. Christo, the penniless Bulgarian refugee who made his way to Paris during the
1950s, and Jeanne-Claude, the socialite daughter of a prominent French general, seemed an unlikely couple,
yet together they forged one of the most enduring partnershipsin contemporary art. When they arrived in
New York in 1964, Christo was already becoming well known in avant-garde circles for his wrappings of
everyday objects; Jeanne-Claude acted as manager, deder, and accountant. Over time, as Chernow reveals,
the fusion of their prodigious gifts-his drawings and her ability to draw things together-produced the works
for which today they are known the world over.

Chernow recounts their rise from relative obscurity to international renown, revealing both the sources of
their art and the heights to which it has quite literally aspired. An epilogue by Wolfgang Volz, alongtime
and close collaborator of the artists, aswell as their exclusive photographer, provides a fascinating insider's
view of what it islike to work, and dream, with them. Christo and Jeanne-Claude is an indelible portrait of
the artists and their work, and a moving account of an extraordinary couple.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Take two intertwined lives marked by childhood turmoil, geographic displacement, fierce ambition, and total
dedication to a quixotic form of art, add alively narrative style and you have Christo and Jeanne-Claude by
Burt Chernow. In 1959, French socialite Jeanne-Claude fell in love with a penniless Bulgarian portrait artist
just beginning to wrap small objects in canvas. She had no way of knowing that her life would one day
involve a constant round of negotiations with politicians, government agencies, fabricators, factory owners,
truckers, laborers, farmers, and everyone else whose good will, expertise, or elbow grease were needed to
make Christo's gigantic projects happen. Chernow seasons this cheerfully uncritical authorized biography of
the masterminds of such projects as "Running Fence" and the "Wrapped Reichstag” with evocative sketches
of the '60s art world. An epilogue by Wolfgang Volz, a photographer close to the couple, engrossingly
recounts their struggles and triumphsin the '80s and '90s. --Cathy Curtis

From Library Journal

Though Christo (Christo Javacheff) was born in Bulgaria and Jeanne-Claude (Jeanne-Claude de Guillebon)
in French-controlled Casablanca, the curious coincidence of their shared birthday (June 13, 1935) isjust one
moretiein their joint personal and professional lives. In his exemplary dual biography, the first full-length
treatment of these artists, Chernow (founder of the Housatonic Museum of Art in Connecticut) traces their
wildly differing early years (he was a penniless exile from Bulgarian communism, while she was the
beautiful daughter of awealthy French military family) through their meeting in Parisin the early 1960s, the
slow rise to fame as Christo's avant-garde minimalism caught on with critics and collectors, their early
successin New York, and on to the creation of the seminal monumental "wrapped" works that define Christo
to the world at large. Chernow clarifies the couple's lifelong collaboration and justifies the artists' recent self-
billing as cocreators of their major works. Chernow's narrative ends in 1983, owing to his death, leaving
longtime Christo/Jeanne-Claude collaborator Wolfgang Volz to bring the biography up to date with a
personal epilog. Chernow meticuloudly re-created the ambiance, adventure, and aesthetics that surrounded
the creation of major projects such as "Wrapped Coast” (Australia, 1968-69), and the reader will missthe
stories behind later major projects such as " The Umbrellas® (Japan and California, 1984-91) and "Wrapped
Reichstag" (Germany, 1971-95).

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

What induces an artist to undertake such complicated, dangerous, and ephemeral projects as covering arocky
Australian coastline in synthetic fabric, hanging a colossal curtain across a Colorado valley, or wrapping the
Reichstag? Christo, the Bulgarian-born mastermind behind numerous unprecedented, large-scale, politically
volatile, and, after the dust settles, sublime and unforgettabl e creations, has courageously challenged
assumptions about art for more than four decades. A man of phenomenal energy, vision, and passion, he's
remained an enigmain spite of his renown, as has his collaborator and wife, Jeanne-Claude. This unusual
couple, who share the same 1935 birthday and who fell in love under scandal ous circumstancesin 1959,
didn't declare their "artistic interdependence” until 1994. Chernow, who knew the resilient and intense pair
well, recounts their dramatic life stories and chronicles the arduous technical, financial, legal, and public
relations effortsinvolved in their monumental projects, establishing beyond doubt the true symbiotic nature
of their partnership. Sadly, Chernow died before completing this captivating work, but it will stand asthe
keystone biography of atruly revolutionary artist and his soul mate. Donna Seaman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Caron:

Book is usualy written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Christo and Jeanne-Claude: A Biography will
make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Sheila Kilburn:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Christo and Jeanne-Claude: A Biography can be fine book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Eddie Patten:

Christo and Jeanne-Claude: A Biography can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving hig/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Christo and Jeanne-
Claude: A Biography yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial thinking.

Steven Allen:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Christo and Jeanne-Claude: A Biography why because the
great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.
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