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When Doug Downs and Elizabeth Wardle published their article “Teaching about
Writing, Righting Misconceptions” in June 2007, they challenged the field to
imagine a new approach to first-year composition. Their groundbreaking new
reader, Writing About Writing, does exactly that, by encouraging students to draw
on what they know in order to contribute to ongoing conversations about writing
and literacy.
 
Class-tested by thousands of students, Writing about Writing presents accessible
writing studies research by authors such as Donald Murray, Mike Rose, and
Deborah Brandt, together with popular texts by authors such as Malcolm X,
Sherman Alexie, and Junot Díaz. Throughout the book, friendly explanations and
scaffolded questions help students connect to readings and — even
more important — develop knowledge about writing they can use at work, in
their everyday lives, and in college.
 
The conversation on writing about writing continues on the authors' blog, Write
On: Notes on Writing about Writing (a channel on Bedford Bits,
Bedford/St.Martin's blog for teachers of writing).
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When Doug Downs and Elizabeth Wardle published their article “Teaching about Writing, Righting
Misconceptions” in June 2007, they challenged the field to imagine a new approach to first-year
composition. Their groundbreaking new reader, Writing About Writing, does exactly that, by encouraging
students to draw on what they know in order to contribute to ongoing conversations about writing and
literacy.
 
Class-tested by thousands of students, Writing about Writing presents accessible writing studies research by
authors such as Donald Murray, Mike Rose, and Deborah Brandt, together with popular texts by authors such
as Malcolm X, Sherman Alexie, and Junot Díaz. Throughout the book, friendly explanations and scaffolded
questions help students connect to readings and — even more important — develop knowledge about writing
they can use at work, in their everyday lives, and in college.
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Writing (a channel on Bedford Bits, Bedford/St.Martin's blog for teachers of writing).
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Elizabeth Wardle is an associate professor and the Director of Writing Programs at the University of Central
Florida. Her research interests center on genre theory, transfer of writing-related knowledge, and infusing
composition classrooms with the field's best understandings of how writing works. She is currently
conducting a study examining the impact of smaller class size on the learning of composition students, as
well as a study examining the impact of the writing-about-writing pedagogy on student writing and attitudes
about writing.
 
Doug Downs is an assistant professor of rhetoric and composition in the Department of English at Montana
State University. His research interests center on research-writing pedagogy and facilitating undergraduate
research both in first-year composition and across the undergraduate curriculum. He continues to work
extensively with Elizabeth Wardle on writing-about-writing pedagogies and is currently studying problems
of researcher authority in undergraduate research in the humanities.

Elizabeth and Doug, along with several of their colleagues, have been furthering the conversation on
writing-about-writing pedagogy on their Bedford Bits blog, Write On: Notes on Teaching Writing about
Writing. Visit the blog to contribute to the discussion and get some useful tips for teaching with Writing
about Writing: A College Reader.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Gary:

Here thing why this Writing about Writing: A College Reader are different and dependable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Writing about Writing: A College Reader giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Writing about Writing:
A College Reader. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Writing about Writing: A College Reader in e-book can be your alternative.

Rubye Carter:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you



got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
definitely Writing about Writing: A College Reader.

Lisa Chaffee:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Writing about Writing: A College
Reader can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?

Lois Bottoms:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Writing about Writing: A College Reader we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Writing about
Writing: A College Reader. You can more pleasing than now.
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