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The Victorian era was a time of dramatic change. During this period Britain ruled
the largest empire on earth, witnessed the expansion of democracy, and
developed universal education and mass print culture. Both its imperial might
and the fact that it had industrialised and urbanised decades before any other
nation, allowed it to dominate world politics and culture in many ways for the
better part of the nineteenth century.

Understanding the Victorians paints a vivid portrait of the era, combining broad
survey with close analysis, and introduces students to the critical debates taking
place among historians today. It encompasses all of Great Britain and Ireland
over the whole of the Victorian period, giving prominence to social and cultural
topics alongside politics and economics and emphasising class, gender, and racial
and imperial positioning as constitutive of human relations. Starting with the
Queen Caroline Affair in 1820 and coming right up to the start of World War I in
1914, Susie L. Steinbach uses thematic chapters to discuss and evaluate politics,
imperialism, the economy, class, gender, the monarchy, arts and entertainment,
religion, sexuality, religion, and science. Steinbach also provides three much-
needed chapters on topics rarely covered at this introductory level on space,
consumption, and the law.

With a clear introduction outlining the key themes of the period, a detailed
timeline, and suggestions for further reading, this is the ideal companion for all
students of the nineteenth century.
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earth, witnessed the expansion of democracy, and developed universal education and mass print culture.
Both its imperial might and the fact that it had industrialised and urbanised decades before any other nation,
allowed it to dominate world politics and culture in many ways for the better part of the nineteenth century.

Understanding the Victorians paints a vivid portrait of the era, combining broad survey with close analysis,
and introduces students to the critical debates taking place among historians today. It encompasses all of
Great Britain and Ireland over the whole of the Victorian period, giving prominence to social and cultural
topics alongside politics and economics and emphasising class, gender, and racial and imperial positioning as
constitutive of human relations. Starting with the Queen Caroline Affair in 1820 and coming right up to the
start of World War I in 1914, Susie L. Steinbach uses thematic chapters to discuss and evaluate politics,
imperialism, the economy, class, gender, the monarchy, arts and entertainment, religion, sexuality, religion,
and science. Steinbach also provides three much-needed chapters on topics rarely covered at this
introductory level on space, consumption, and the law.

With a clear introduction outlining the key themes of the period, a detailed timeline, and suggestions for
further reading, this is the ideal companion for all students of the nineteenth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A big fresco of the Victorian years, Susie Steinbach's volume depicts the culture, the lifestyles, as well
as the social and political interactions that characterised an era when Great Britain was the most
powerful nation in the world." - Ricerche di Storia Politica

"Understanding the Victorian by Susie L. Steinback…fills in the blanks of standard texts by looking at
the period (ca. 1820-1914) topically with chapters on living space, consumption, class, gender, arts and
entertainment, sexuality, religion, and science…I can wholeheartedly recommend Understanding the
Victorians as required reading for studens and a useful read for their instructors or for anyone
interested in the period." – Barbara Brandon Schnorrenberg, Anglican and Episcopal History

About the Author

Susie L. Steinbach teaches at Hamline University. She is the author of Women in England 1760-1914: A
Social History and has written widely on Victorian history, with a particular emphasis on gender and the law.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Understanding the
Victorians: Politics, Culture and Society in Nineteenth-Century Britain is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Omar Yoder:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the book untitled Understanding the Victorians: Politics, Culture and Society in
Nineteenth-Century Britain can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.



Richard Shumate:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Understanding the Victorians: Politics, Culture and Society in Nineteenth-Century Britain your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Understanding the Victorians: Politics, Culture
and Society in Nineteenth-Century Britain giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Beverly Woods:

The book untitled Understanding the Victorians: Politics, Culture and Society in Nineteenth-Century Britain
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language
is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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