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When Columbus arrived in the Americas, the first people he encountered were
the Tainos, inhabitants of the islands of the northern Caribbean Sea. In this book
a noted archeologist and anthropologist tells the story of the Tainos from their
ancestral days on the South American continent to their rapid decline after
contact with the Spanish explorers.
 
Drawing on archeological and ethno-historical evidence, Irving Rouse sketches a
picture of the Tainos as they existed during the time of Columbus, contrasting
their customs with those of their neighbors. He then moves backward in time to
the ancestors of the Tainos—two successive groups who settled the West Indies
and who are known to archeologists as the Saladoid peoples and the Ostionoid
peoples. By reconstructing the development of these groups and studying their
interaction with other groups during the centuries before Columbus, Rouse shows
precisely who the Tainos were. He vividly recounts Columbus's four voyages, the
events of the European contact, and the early Spanish views of the Tainos,
particularly their art and religion. The narration shows that the Tainos did not
long survive the advent of Columbus. Weakened by forced labor, malnutrition,
and diseases introduced by the foreigners, and dispersed by migration and
intermarriage, they ceased to exist as a separate population group. As Rouse
discusses the Tainos' contributions to the Spaniards—from Indian corn, tobacco,
and rubber balls to art, artifacts, and new words—we realize that their effect on
Western civilization, brief through their contact, was an important and lasting
one.
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When Columbus arrived in the Americas, the first people he encountered were the Tainos, inhabitants of the
islands of the northern Caribbean Sea. In this book a noted archeologist and anthropologist tells the story of
the Tainos from their ancestral days on the South American continent to their rapid decline after contact with
the Spanish explorers.
 
Drawing on archeological and ethno-historical evidence, Irving Rouse sketches a picture of the Tainos as
they existed during the time of Columbus, contrasting their customs with those of their neighbors. He then
moves backward in time to the ancestors of the Tainos—two successive groups who settled the West Indies
and who are known to archeologists as the Saladoid peoples and the Ostionoid peoples. By reconstructing the
development of these groups and studying their interaction with other groups during the centuries before
Columbus, Rouse shows precisely who the Tainos were. He vividly recounts Columbus's four voyages, the
events of the European contact, and the early Spanish views of the Tainos, particularly their art and religion.
The narration shows that the Tainos did not long survive the advent of Columbus. Weakened by forced labor,
malnutrition, and diseases introduced by the foreigners, and dispersed by migration and intermarriage, they
ceased to exist as a separate population group. As Rouse discusses the Tainos' contributions to the
Spaniards—from Indian corn, tobacco, and rubber balls to art, artifacts, and new words—we realize that their
effect on Western civilization, brief through their contact, was an important and lasting one.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Irving Rouse is Charles J. MacCurdy Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at Yale University and Curator
Emeritus of Anthropology at the Peabody Museum of Natural History, Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ellen Farnsworth:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who
Greeted Columbus. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important some sort of book The Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who Greeted Columbus.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Jimmy Torres:

The book The Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who Greeted Columbus can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Tainos:
Rise and Decline of the People Who Greeted Columbus? A few of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book The Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who Greeted Columbus has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open
up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Candace Arroyo:

This The Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who Greeted Columbus are usually reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Tainos: Rise and Decline of
the People Who Greeted Columbus can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who
Greeted Columbus forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in



reading.

Amy Osburn:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who Greeted Columbus your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get just before. The The Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who Greeted
Columbus giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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