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Robert Shaw is considered to be the most influential choral conductor in
American history. This is the first collection of his letters and notes about music
ever published—at another time, it is the book Shaw would have written himself.
The letters are an invigorating mix of music history and analysis, philosophy,
inspiration, and practical advice. Shaw examines technique, but only as a means
to an end—he moves beyond that, delving into the essence of what music is and
what it has to say to us. The heart of the book is composed of Shaw’s previously
unpublished notes on fifteen major choral works, ranging from Bach’s B Minor
Mass to Stravinsky’s Symphony of Psalms.
Often inspiring and sometime hilarious, these writings reveal the full breadth of
Shaw’s knowledge, intensity, and humor.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I can't remember a time when I didn't know and revere Robert Shaw. The best of 20th century choral
musicianship was to be found in him, and I am delighted that he now lives again in these pages for a new
generation to discover and enjoy."—Peter J. Gomes, Harvard University

“A significant book—making available in print the musical insights of arguably the preeminent choral
conductor America has produced."—Milburn Price, former president of the American Choral Directors
Association

From the Inside Flap
"The Robert Shaw Reader is a wonderful collection of the beliefs, the frustrations, the celebrations, the
analyses and philosophies of this great figure of American choral music. His profound thoughts provide a
unique exploration into a brilliant yet complex musical mind. In circumstances where most choral conductors
will try to convey so much through non-verbal communication, Robert Shaw was a master of the written
word."--Paul Salamunovich, Music Director Emeritus of the Los Angeles Master Chorale

"I can’t remember a time when I didn’t know and revere Robert Shaw. The best of 20th century choral
musicianship was to be found in him, and I am delighted that he now lives again in these pages for a new
generation to discover and enjoy."--Peter J. Gomes, Harvard University

"A significant book--making available in print the musical insights of arguably the preeminent choral
conductor America has produced."--Milburn Price, former president of the American Choral Directors
Association

About the Author

Robert Blocker is the Lucy and Henry Moses Dean of the Yale School of Music.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

This The Robert Shaw Reader book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular The
Robert Shaw Reader without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Robert Shaw Reader can bring if you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This
The Robert Shaw Reader having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.



Jennifer Larson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Robert Shaw
Reader suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled The Robert Shaw Readeris the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Glenn Remaley:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this The Robert Shaw Reader, you could tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Cheryl Burnett:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely The Robert Shaw Reader.
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