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Although terrorism seems a relatively modern phenomenon, novelist and military
historian Caleb Carr illustrates that it has been a constant of military history. In
ancient times, warring armies raped and slaughtered civilians and gratuitously
destroyed homes and cities; in the Middle Ages, evangelical Muslims and
Christian crusaders spread their faiths by the sword; and in the early modern era,
such celebrated kings as Louis XIV victimized noncombatants for political
purposes.

During the Civil War Americans first engaged in "Total war," the most egregious
of the many euphemisms for the tactics of terror. The forces of the South tried to
systematize this horrifying practice; but it fell to a Union general, William
Tecumseh Sherman, to achieve that dubious goal. Carr recounts Sherman's
declaration of war on every man, woman, and child in the South -- a policy that
brought long-term unrest tot he American South by giving birth to the Ku Klux
Klan.

Carr's exploration of terror reveals its consistently self-defeating nature. Far from
prompting submission, Carr argues, terrorism stiffens enemy resolve: for this
reason above all, terrorism has never achieved -- not will it ever achieve -- long-
term success, however physically destructive and psychologically debilitating it
may become. With commanding authority and the storyteller's gift for which he
is renowned, Caleb Carr provides a critical historical context for understanding
terrorist acts today, arguing that terrorism will be eradicated only when it is
perceived as a tactic that brings nothing save defeat to its agents.
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Although terrorism seems a relatively modern phenomenon, novelist and military historian Caleb Carr
illustrates that it has been a constant of military history. In ancient times, warring armies raped and
slaughtered civilians and gratuitously destroyed homes and cities; in the Middle Ages, evangelical Muslims
and Christian crusaders spread their faiths by the sword; and in the early modern era, such celebrated kings
as Louis XIV victimized noncombatants for political purposes.

During the Civil War Americans first engaged in "Total war," the most egregious of the many euphemisms
for the tactics of terror. The forces of the South tried to systematize this horrifying practice; but it fell to a
Union general, William Tecumseh Sherman, to achieve that dubious goal. Carr recounts Sherman's
declaration of war on every man, woman, and child in the South -- a policy that brought long-term unrest tot
he American South by giving birth to the Ku Klux Klan.

Carr's exploration of terror reveals its consistently self-defeating nature. Far from prompting submission,
Carr argues, terrorism stiffens enemy resolve: for this reason above all, terrorism has never achieved -- not
will it ever achieve -- long-term success, however physically destructive and psychologically debilitating it
may become. With commanding authority and the storyteller's gift for which he is renowned, Caleb Carr
provides a critical historical context for understanding terrorist acts today, arguing that terrorism will be
eradicated only when it is perceived as a tactic that brings nothing save defeat to its agents.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Caleb Carr is a contributing editor of MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History and the series editor
of the Modern Library War Series. His military and political writing have appeared in numerous magazines
and periodicals, among them The World Policy Journal, The New York Times, and Time. He currently lives
in upstate New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their
can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that The Lessons of Terror: The History of Warfare Against
Civilians: Why it has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again to read.

Sheila Foxworth:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Lessons of Terror: The History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why it has
Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Betty Smith:

The Lessons of Terror: The History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why it has Always Failed and Why It Will
Fail Again can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Lessons of Terror: The History of Warfare Against
Civilians: Why it has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it.
This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.



Sandra Vincent:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the The Lessons of Terror: The History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why it has Always
Failed and Why It Will Fail Again when you required it?
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