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Before the National Book Award-winning Just Kids, Patti Smith addressed
the life and passing of her intimate friend, photographer Robert
Mapplethorpe.

Through the linked pieces of The Coral Sea, Patti Smith honors her comrade-in-
arms Robert Mapplethorpe (1946-1989). She tells the story of a man on an ocean
journey to see the Southern Cross, who is reflecting on his life and fighting the
illness that is consuming him. Metaphoric and dreamy, this tale of transformation
arises from Smith's knowledge of Mapplethorpe from a young man to a mature
artist; his close relationship with patron and friend, Sam Wagstaff; his years
surviving AIDS; and his ascent into death. The Coral Sea is Smith's lyrically
compelling recasting of her grief to recapture Mapplethorpe's life in the past and
his future in his art. Rich in evocative details, it shows the man beneath the
persona.

This edition features a new introduction and new material by Smith. 7 black-and-
white photographs
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Editorial Review

Review
Patti Smith (in the words of Tennessee Williams) 'rings the bell of pure poetry. --William S. Burroughs"

About the Author
Patti Smith is a poet, performer, visual artist, and author of the National Book Award-winning memoir Just
Kids. She has twelve albums, has had numerous gallery shows, and continues to give concerts of her music
and poetry. Her books include Early Work, The Coral Sea, Witt, Babel, Auguries of Innocence,
Woolgathering, Land 250, Trois, and many others. She lives in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bettie Hentges:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Coral Sea. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Coral Sea. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Dane People:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Coral Sea book is readable by simply you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Coral Sea content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Coral Sea is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Michelle Jarvis:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Coral Sea, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your



knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Santiago Klein:

The Coral Sea can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Coral Sea although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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