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In his celebrated masterpiece, Symposium, Plato imagines a high-society dinner-
party in Athens in 416 BC. The guests--including the comic poet Aristophanes
and Plato's mentor Socrates--each deliver a short speech in praise of love. The
sequence of dazzling speeches culminates in Socrates' famous account of the
views of Diotima, a prophetess who taught him that love is our means of trying to
attain goodness, and a brilliant sketch of Socrates himself by a drunken
Alcibiades, the most popular and notorious Athenian of the time. Engaging the
reader on every page, this new translation conveys the power, humor, and pathos
of Plato's creation and is complemented by full explanatory notes and an
illuminating introduction.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A brilliant translation that gives new life to a classic. The introduction alone is worth the price of the text.
Waterfield brings grace and style to the Symposium, brushing away the dust that pollutes the inferior, dead
translations of the past."--William McTaggart, Westminster College

"The translation is quite good, remaining faithful to the original while flowing smoothly for the modern
reader."--Ancient Philosophy

"Waterfield's translation is scholarly, yet in touch with the ZEITGEIST. More accessible than its
predecessors, students will benefit from the refreshingly new tone of the introduction and translation. The
notes and the index of names also add a fresh level of usefulness and a measure of charm."--Elf S. Raymond,
Sarah Lawrence College

"Great. Superb notes. Informative but not pedantic."--Professor John R. Lenz, Drew University

"[The] introductory material is lucid and well-chosen."--Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"I like full Intro., marginal ref. numbers, excellent notes, size, and comfortable binding."--Madonna R.
Adams, Pace University

"Waterfield's editions in the World's Classics series are superlative. Lucidly translated, his notes of
explanation are, additionally, useful both to novice and to scholar."--Verna V. Gehring, Hood College

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Greek

From the Publisher
Library of Liberal Arts title.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

This Symposium (Oxford World's Classics) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Symposium (Oxford World's Classics) can be one of the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Symposium
(Oxford World's Classics) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Curtis Graham:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book.
One of them is this Symposium (Oxford World's Classics).

Michael Beebe:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. Symposium (Oxford World's Classics) can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.

Amanda Young:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Symposium (Oxford World's Classics) to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide
Symposium (Oxford World's Classics) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of that time.
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