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In 1967, after a session with a psychiatrist she'd never seen before, eighteen-
year-old Susanna Kaysen was put in a taxi and sent to McLean Hospital. She
spent most of the next two years in the ward for teenage girls in a psychiatric
hospital as renowned for its famous clientele—Sylvia Plath, Robert Lowell,
James Taylor, and Ray Charles—as for its progressive methods of treating those
who could afford its sanctuary.

Kaysen's memoir encompasses horror and razor-edged perception while
providing vivid portraits of her fellow patients and their keepers. It is a brilliant
evocation of a "parallel universe" set within the kaleidoscopically shifting
landscape of the late sixties. Girl, Interrupted is a clear-sighted, unflinching
document that gives lasting and specific dimension to our definitions of sane and
insane, mental illness and recovery.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
When reality got "too dense" for 18-year-old Susanna Kaysen, she was hospitalized. It was 1967, and reality
was too dense for many people. But few who are labeled mad and locked up for refusing to stick to an
agreed-upon reality possess Kaysen's lucidity in sorting out a maelstrom of contrary perceptions. Her
observations about hospital life are deftly rendered; often darkly funny. Her clarity about the complex
province of brain and mind, of neuro-chemical activity and something more, make this book of brief essays
an exquisite challenge to conventional thinking about what is normal and what is deviant.

From Publishers Weekly
Kaysen's startling account of her two-year stay at a Boston psychiatric hospital 25 years ago was an eight-
week PW bestseller.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Kaysen's tell-all memoir received an immense amount of media attention and critical praise. The book
became a best seller and has recently been made into a movie. In 1967, after taking 50 aspirins to abort the
parts of her that she didn't like, the author for the first time visited a psychiatrist, who immediately called a
taxi and hospitalized her. The money that her parents had intended to spend on her college education instead
went into paying for a two-year stay at McClean Hospital. Poets Sylvia Plath and Robert Lowell, singers
James, Kate, and Livingston Taylor, as well as Ray Charles are among the hospital's renowned clientele or,
as they call themselves, "graduates." Kaysen offers good insights on the connections among poetry, music,
and madness as well as a vivid account of institution life. She is at her best when gossiping, describing her
surroundings, and offering one-liners on her stay at McClean. Unfortunately, her reading is flat and
ultimately difficult to listen to. Not a necessary purchase except where demand dictates.DPam Kingsbury,
Florence, AL
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emile Guzman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Girl, Interrupted. Try to the actual book Girl, Interrupted as
your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Dennis Bryant:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.



As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Girl, Interrupted ended up being making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The publication Girl, Interrupted is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Girl, Interrupted. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Kristine Toomey:

Precisely why? Because this Girl, Interrupted is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Eric Hodges:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Girl, Interrupted was bright colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book Girl, Interrupted has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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