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The law of the external relations of the European Union is a subject of great
importance. The EU institutions have developed an extensive practice in this
area, by concluding many international agreements, by participating in the work
of international organizations, and by legislating and regulating on matters of
external relations. It is a practice giving rise to many legal problems and
questions, as evidenced by the substantial and fast expanding body of case-law in
this area from the EU Courts. These problems and questions are often of
constitutional significance, and the external relations law of the EU therefore
occupies an important place in the overall constitutional and institutional
development of the EU.

This volume examines the legal foundations of the EU's external relations. It
focuses on the EU's external competences and objectives; on the instruments,
principles, and actors of external policies; and on the legal effects of international
agreements and international law. It analyzes a number of key external policies,
particularly in the fields of trade and foreign policy.

Substantially updated to take into account recent case law, it also incorporates an
examination of the changes made by the Lisbon Treaty. This new edition,
formerly published as External Relations of the European Union: Legal and
Constitutional Foundations, is an invaluable asset to those studying and working
in the field.
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competences and objectives; on the instruments, principles, and actors of external policies; and on the legal
effects of international agreements and international law. It analyzes a number of key external policies,
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Editorial Review

Review
Piet Eeckhout's book will clearly be a central text for any course in the topical and increasingly popular area
of the European Union's external relations law. ... It will be essential reading for government negotiators
within and without the European Union, for practitioners and litigators as well as forstudents of international
relations and of European law. Eileen Denza, Common Market Law Review Original in its structure,
thorough in its coverage and sophisticated in its legal analysis, this book is required reading not only for all
those interested in EU external relations law but also in EU constitutional law in general. Miguel Poiares
Maduro, Professor of European Law, European University Institute A brilliant account of the European
Union's external relations, and a "must" for everybody interested in the subject. Dr Robert Schuetze, Reader,
Durham Law School Piet Eeckhout's long awaited new edition of his brilliant book offers arguably the best
available comprehensive analysis of the external action of the European Union. Elegantly and accurately
argued, this is a genuinely enlightening book that enriches our understanding not only of the external
relations of the European Union but of EU Law itself, including a bright look at the traditional issues and a
learned discussion of recent controversial ones, such as constitutionalism and legal pluralism or international
economic sanctions against terrorism. Irene Blazquez Navarro, Senior Lecturer, School of Law, Autonoma
University of Madrid This splendid book has now become truly indispensable, with the new edition
integrating the profound changes wrought by the Lisbon Treaty in the external relations of the European
Union. Piet Eeckhout remains ahead of the curve with his searching analysis, explaining the law as it now
stands in considerable detail, while offering stimulating perspectives on how might one think about the open
questions. No scholar or practitioner with an interest in the EU's external actions can afford to miss this
work. Marco C.E.J. Bronckers, Partner, Vermulst Verhaeghe Graafsma & Bronckers, Brussels; Professor,
Leiden University Understanding EU external relations means understanding a great deal about the EU itself.
Professor Piet Eeckhout's book on the legal and constitutional foundations of EU external relations has
become a standard work on the subject. It is highly useful for both practitioners, academics and students. The
entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon underlines the timeliness of this new revised edition. Allan Rosas,
Judge at the European Court of Justice The first edition of Professor Eeckhout's study on the External
Relations of the European Union has proven to be a most valuable tool for the legal practitioner active in this
field. Through insightful analyses of the jurisprudence of the European Court of Justice it offers solid ground
for a better understanding of the effects of international law on EU law, as well as the effects of the inter-
play between the member states and the EU institutions on the international arena. A new edition, taking the
effects of the Lisbon Treaty into account, is a welcome addition to the literature on this subject. Anna Falk,
Director Legal Secretariat, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Stockholm Serious students of EU Law...must be
pleased to see a new updated edition of Professor Eeckhout's book, offering new developments in his subject
coupled with his own evolving thinking about those developments. John H. Jackson, University Professor of
Law, Georgetown University

About the Author

Piet Eeckhout is Professor of Law and King's College London. He is Director of the Centre of European
Law at King's, and co-editor of the Yearbook of European Law. He also teaches at the College of Europe,
Bruges and is an associate academic member of Matrix Chambers, London.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tommy Cowen:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible EU External
Relations Law (Oxford European Union Law Library)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Gabriel Harris:

This EU External Relations Law (Oxford European Union Law Library) usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this EU External Relations Law (Oxford
European Union Law Library) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this EU External Relations Law (Oxford European Union Law Library)
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Martha Howell:

EU External Relations Law (Oxford European Union Law Library) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing EU External Relations Law
(Oxford European Union Law Library) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Shirley Cochran:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like EU External
Relations Law (Oxford European Union Law Library) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.
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