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Former Washington Post reporter Pete Earley had written extensively about the
criminal justice system. But it was only when his own son-in the throes of a
manic episode-broke into a neighbor's house that he learned what happens to
mentally ill people who break a law.

This is the Earley family's compelling story, a troubling look at bureaucratic
apathy and the countless thousands who suffer confinement instead of care,
brutal conditions instead of treatment, in the "revolving doors" between hospital
and jail. With mass deinstitutionalization, large numbers of state mental patients
are homeless or in jail-an experience little better than the horrors of a century
ago. Earley takes us directly into that experience-and into that of a father and
award-winning journalist trying to fight for a better way.
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Former Washington Post reporter Pete Earley had written extensively about the criminal justice system. But
it was only when his own son-in the throes of a manic episode-broke into a neighbor's house that he learned
what happens to mentally ill people who break a law.

This is the Earley family's compelling story, a troubling look at bureaucratic apathy and the countless
thousands who suffer confinement instead of care, brutal conditions instead of treatment, in the "revolving
doors" between hospital and jail. With mass deinstitutionalization, large numbers of state mental patients are
homeless or in jail-an experience little better than the horrors of a century ago. Earley takes us directly into
that experience-and into that of a father and award-winning journalist trying to fight for a better way.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Suffering delusions from bipolar disorder, Mike Earley broke into a stranger's home to take a bubble bath
and significantly damaged the premises. That Mike's act was viewed as a crime rather than a psychotic
episode spurred his father, veteran journalist Pete Earley (Family of Spies), to investigate the "criminalization
of the mentally ill." Earley gains access to the Miami-Dade County jail where guards admit that they
routinely beat prisoners. He learns that Deidra Sanbourne, whose 1988 deinstitutionalization was a landmark
civil rights case, died after being neglected in a boarding house. A public defender describes how he—not
always happily—helps mentally ill clients avoid hospitalization. Throughout this grim work, Earley uneasily
straddles the line between father and journalist. He compromises his objectivity when for most of his son's
ordeal—Mike gets probation—he refuses to entertain the possibility that the terrified woman whose home
Mike trashed also is a victim. And when, torn between opposing obligations, he decides not to reveal to a
source's mother that her daughter has gone off her medications, he endangers the daughter's life and betrays
her mother. Although this is mostly a sprawling retread of more significant work by psychologist Fuller
Torrey and others, parents of the mentally ill should find solace and food for thought in its pages. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
[A] clarion call for change and justice, and an enthralling portrait of a father who refused to surrender. (Bebe
Moore Campbell)

Takes readers on a harrowing personal journey... (Senator Pete V. Domenici [R-N.M.] and Nancy Domenici)

About the Author
Pete Earley, a former reporter for The Washington Post, is the author of seven works of nonfiction,
including the bestsellers The Hot House and Family of Spies, and the multi-award-winning Circumstantial
Evidence. According to the Washingtonian magazine, he is one of ten journalist/authors in America "who
have the power to introduce new ideas and give them currency." Earley is also the author of two novels.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Crazy: A
Father's Search Through America's Mental Health Madness? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have some other opinion?



Ida Hamilton:

The book Crazy: A Father's Search Through America's Mental Health Madness give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Crazy: A Father's Search Through America's Mental Health Madness being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like wide open and read a book Crazy: A Father's Search Through America's Mental
Health Madness. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this publication?

William Butcher:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Crazy: A Father's Search
Through America's Mental Health Madness to read.

Robert Banks:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book Crazy: A Father's Search Through America's Mental Health Madness
was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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