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"A fascinating history of…[a craft] that preceded and made possible
civilization itself." ?New York Times Book Review

New discoveries about the textile arts reveal women's unexpectedly influential
role in ancient societies.

Twenty thousand years ago, women were making and wearing the first clothing
created from spun fibers. In fact, right up to the Industrial Revolution the fiber
arts were an enormous economic force, belonging primarily to women.

Despite the great toil required in making cloth and clothing, most books on
ancient history and economics have no information on them. Much of this gap
results from the extreme perishability of what women produced, but it seems
clear that until now descriptions of prehistoric and early historic cultures have
omitted virtually half the picture.

Elizabeth Wayland Barber has drawn from data gathered by the most
sophisticated new archaeological methods?methods she herself helped to fashion.
In a "brilliantly original book" (Katha Pollitt, Washington Post Book World), she
argues that women were a powerful economic force in the ancient world, with
their own industry: fabric.
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"A fascinating history of…[a craft] that preceded and made possible civilization itself." ?New York
Times Book Review

New discoveries about the textile arts reveal women's unexpectedly influential role in ancient societies.

Twenty thousand years ago, women were making and wearing the first clothing created from spun fibers. In
fact, right up to the Industrial Revolution the fiber arts were an enormous economic force, belonging
primarily to women.

Despite the great toil required in making cloth and clothing, most books on ancient history and economics
have no information on them. Much of this gap results from the extreme perishability of what women
produced, but it seems clear that until now descriptions of prehistoric and early historic cultures have omitted
virtually half the picture.

Elizabeth Wayland Barber has drawn from data gathered by the most sophisticated new archaeological
methods?methods she herself helped to fashion. In a "brilliantly original book" (Katha Pollitt, Washington
Post Book World), she argues that women were a powerful economic force in the ancient world, with their
own industry: fabric.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
While men dominated early agriculture, women for millennia took primary responsibility for sewing,
weaving textiles and making clothing. In this beautifully illustrated study, Barber ( Prehistoric Textiles )
retrieves an important chapter in the history of civilization by drawing on archeological evidence, ancient
texts, myths and linguistics to reconstruct women's paramount role in the fiber arts until the start of the late
Bronze Age, about 1500 B.C., when, Barber observes, the advent of commercial textiles brought men to the
looms. In prehistoric Europe, women invented elaborate textiles with complex designs; women of ancient
Anatolia ran cloth-making establishments. Barber begins her saga with the description of a Paleolithic
"Venus figure" that dates from about 20,000 B.C. and is carved wearing a skirt woven of loose strings.
Ranging from Egypt to Greece to Sumatra, covering the period from 20,000-500 B.C., Barber illuminates
women's changing social status as makers of cloth and clothing.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this age of ready-to-wear clothing and shopping malls, we sometimes forget that for the first 20,000 years
of human existence, all textiles-from everyday clothing to ship's sails-were made by women (and sometimes
men) who used a hand spindle to spin threads and a loom to weave the threads into cloth. As an archaeologist
and a knowledgeable weaver capable of reproducing the cloth remnants she is studying, Barber is ideally
qualified to investigate early textile production and its relation to women's changing roles in ancient
societies. Here she reconstructs the history of textiles (primarily in Europe and the Near East), based on the
hard evidence of archaeology, geology, art, and ancient texts. Her approach is scholarly yet presupposes no
practical knowledge of textile production on the part of the reader. Highly recommended for academic and
larger public libraries.
Janice Zlendich, California State Univ. Lib., Fullerton
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Employing diverse, thorough methodologies and research sources, the author of Prehistoric Textiles (not
reviewed) traces the roles of women and cloth through 20,000 years of history. Prehistoric women primarily
worked with food and clothing, neither likely to survive the elements, and male historians traditionally felt
little need or desire to write about cloth and textiles; thus, much of women's work history has been lost, and
we are left with few details for reconstruction. However, Barber's innovative research found that ``data for
ancient textiles lay everywhere, waiting to be picked up.'' By reproducing remnants of ancient cloth and
garments, she also reproduced women's actual labor, which often required hours upon hours of tedious,
painstaking work. Her justification for the assumption of female responsibility for cloth rests on their
childbearing and -rearing duties. Women needed to stay close to home, and they required work compatible
with youngsters running around--labor that could be interrupted when necessary. According to Barber,
women held important positions in society as the primary producers of clothing for millennia, even into the
age of emerging capitalist economies. She also deduces, from the patterns and designs of ancient material,
that clothing for both sexes served as a visual means to communicate such information as fertility and marital
status. (For example, many skirt remnants hold designs assumed to follow the shape of and emphasize the
pubic bone.) Although this seems a logical conclusion, there's not really any empirical evidence for it. An
important contribution, in terms of both historical material and interpretation, to the study of women's work.
-- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Elliott:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Women's Work: The First 20,000 Years - Women, Cloth,
and Society in Early Times. Try to stumble through book Women's Work: The First 20,000 Years - Women,
Cloth, and Society in Early Times as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Daniel Gutierrez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book Women's Work: The First 20,000 Years - Women, Cloth, and
Society in Early Times it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Lisa Lee:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Women's Work: The First 20,000 Years -
Women, Cloth, and Society in Early Times, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Camille Wolfe:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Women's Work: The First 20,000 Years
- Women, Cloth, and Society in Early Times that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.



So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Women's Work: The First
20,000 Years - Women, Cloth, and Society in Early Times become your own starter.
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