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In one of his most inspiring books yet, Harold Bloom, our preeminent literary
critic, takes the reader from the Bible through the twentieth century, searching for
the ways literature can inform lives. Through comparisons of the Book of Job
and Ecclesiastes, Plato and Homer, Johnson and Goethe, Cervantes and
Shakespeare, Montaigne and Bacon, Emerson and Nietzsche, Freud and Proust,
and finally discussions of the Gospel of Thomas and St. Augustine, Bloom
distills the various-and even contrary-forms of wisdom that have shaped our
thinking.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Emulating one of his favorite critics, Dr. Samuel Johnson, Bloom returns once more to sift through the
Western canon, this time to discern and describe those writers whose brand of wisdom he holds in highest
esteem. Beginning with Job and Ecclesiastes, and ranging from Plato, Homer, Cervantes, Shakespeare,
Montaigne, Francis Bacon, Johnson and Goethe to Emerson, Nietzsche, Freud and Proust, Bloom writes
gracefully about each as he evaluates by comparison and teases out indicators of their subtle
interrelationships. Into this highbrow brew he interjects a personal note, describing how he is writing in the
aftermath of life-threatening illness and with a renewed sense of the preciousness of literature's great lessons.
At the heart of Bloom's project is the ancient quarrel between "poetry" and "philosophy." In Bloom's
opinion, we ought not have to choose between Homer and Plato; we can have both, as long as we recognize
that poetry is superior. Bloom considers Cervantes and Shakespeare the masters of wisdom in modern
literature, "equals of Ecclesiastes, and the Book of Job, of Homer and Plato." He justifies his tastes with
close readings of King Lear and Macbeth that find a Shakespearean variety of nihilism, a form of wisdom
Bloom identifies as central to the poetic tradition. In his intricate discussion of each great writer, Bloom
offers the rich perceptions of a scholar drawing on the whole of a long and thoughtful career.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Passionate and prolific literary critic Bloom grows more munificent in sharing his erudition and appreciation,
discoveries, and opinions with each book. Here he confides that this exegesis of what he calls wisdom
literature "rises out of personal need" in the wake of a nearly fatal illness. Bloom declares that he now has
"only three criteria" for literature: "aesthetic splendor, intellectual power, and wisdom." Thus armed, he
elaborates on each quality in close readings of his favorite wisdom writings. Bloom begins with Job, "one of
the world's great poems, though complex and ambivalent," and "his personal favorite" book in the Bible,
Ecclesiastes. Trailing piquant asides on the state of American society, Bloom moves on to Plato, Cervantes
and Shakespeare, the wise essayists Montaigne and Francis Bacon, his hero Samuel Johnson and the "endless
wonder" Goethe, Emerson and Nietzsche, Freud and Proust, and the Gospel of Thomas and St. Augustine.
Bloom's immersion in and gratitude for these diverse and inexhaustible works will inspire readers to be on
the lookout for wisdom in every work that speaks to them. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"[A] touching work." - The New York Times

"In his intricate discussion of each great writer, Bloom offers the rich perceptions of a scholar drawing on the
whole of a long and thoughtful career." - Publishers Weekly

"Another work of uncompromised literary analysis, thought, and feeling, from the mind of Bloom: towering,
real, invaluable." - Kirkus Reviews

"Bloom remains engaging enough to make you want to read him, argue with him and learn from him." - The
Washington Post
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marsha Young:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Where Shall Wisdom Be
Found? is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Robert Banks:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Where Shall Wisdom Be Found? book is readable by you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Where Shall
Wisdom Be Found? content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Where
Shall Wisdom Be Found? is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Barbara Folsom:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Where Shall Wisdom Be Found?
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Where Shall Wisdom Be
Found? as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break
don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Danielle Rucks:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Where Shall Wisdom Be Found? is simple
to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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