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Understanding the world of work is often difficult for students--particularly
undergraduates--to grasp. The Sociology of Work: Structures and Inequalities
answers the need for a clear, engaging--and affordable--introduction to the basic
concepts used by sociologists of work. Throughout, the text links the most up-to-
date research and scholarship on work and occupations with their underlying
sociological principles. Beginning with a thorough discussion of these core
concepts, it goes on to show the historical developments of labor processes, thus
allowing students to draw modern, real-world connections. The book also
examines the contemporary work scene (both domestic and global), its
concurrent occupational structures, and, all too often, its resultant inequalities.

While remarkably accessible, The Sociology of Work does not shy away from
challenging students with weightier sociological concepts, theories, and
methodological issues, as well as less commonly discussed topics like Luddism,
the role of gender in the industrial revolution, and the rise and decline of the
workers' movement.

Comprehensive and versatile, The Sociology of Work: Structures and Inequalities
is ideal for courses in the sociology of work and occupations, and the sociology
of organizations and corporations, as well as labor studies and human resource
management.

Features
* Incorporates issues of gender and race throughout
* Also includes separate and unique chapters on gender (Chapter 11), diversity
(Chapter 12), immigration (Chapter 13), and globalization (Chapter 16)
* Emphasizes the continuing importance of social theory, both classical and
contemporary
* Devotes an entire chapter to research methods and data sources
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topics like Luddism, the role of gender in the industrial revolution, and the rise and decline of the workers'
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sociology of work and occupations, and the sociology of organizations and corporations, as well as labor
studies and human resource management.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Sociology of Work is an outstanding alternative to standard textbook fare. The book focuses on several
core concepts that distinguish the sociological study of work from other ways of studying social life. It
incorporates the latest research in an accessible way without talking down to students. The emphasis on the
historical development of work is ideal for my course, and the writing style is much more engaging than
[the] standard text. . . . The authors' writing style is a major strength of the book. They have clearly gone out
of their way to communicate complex material in a straightforward and engaging manner." --Kevin Leicht,
University of Iowa

"The book provides a more in-depth treatment of relevant empirical research, has better historical coverage,
and has a more engaging writing style [than the competition]."--Michael Miller, University of Texas, San
Antonio

"This extraordinary textbook appeals through its comprehensible and engaging style of writing without
losing sight of being scientifically well founded... Its unique focus on work-related inequalities... offers new
and interesting insights. Given the current debates about precarious work and gender equality this book is an
important and up to date contribution which is definitely worth reading." --Work, Employment & Society

About the Author

Steven Vallas is Professor and Chair of Sociology and Anthropology at Northeastern University.

William Finlay is Professor and Department Head of Sociology at the University of Georgia.

Amy Wharton is Professor of Sociology at Washington State University and editor of the journal, Social
Problems.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

The book with title The Sociology of Work: Structures and Inequalities posesses a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of



the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Linda Caron:

The book The Sociology of Work: Structures and Inequalities has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Brenda Fairfax:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Sociology of Work: Structures and
Inequalities which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Amber Tyson:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is The Sociology of Work: Structures and Inequalities. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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