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Born in Africa in 1753, Phillis Wheatley was kidnapped at the age of seven and
sold into slavery. At nineteen, she became the first black American poet to
publish a book, Poems on Various Subjects: Religious and Moral, on which this
volume is based. Wheatley's poetry created a sensation throughout the English-
speaking world, and the young poet read her work in aristocratic drawing rooms
on both sides of the Atlantic. The London Chronicle went so far as to declare her
"perhaps one of the greatest instances of pure, unassisted genius that the world
ever produced."
Wheatley's elegies and odes offer fascinating glimpses into the origins of
African-American literary traditions. Most of the poems express the effects of her
religious and classical New England education, consisting of elegies for the
departed and odes to Christian salvation. This edition of Wheatley's historic
works includes letters and a biographical note written by one of the poet's
descendants. Includes a selection from the Common Core State Standards
Initiative: "On Being Brought from Africa to America."
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Born in Africa in 1753, Phillis Wheatley was kidnapped at the age of seven and sold into slavery. At
nineteen, she became the first black American poet to publish a book, Poems on Various Subjects: Religious
and Moral, on which this volume is based. Wheatley's poetry created a sensation throughout the English-
speaking world, and the young poet read her work in aristocratic drawing rooms on both sides of the
Atlantic. The London Chronicle went so far as to declare her "perhaps one of the greatest instances of pure,
unassisted genius that the world ever produced."
Wheatley's elegies and odes offer fascinating glimpses into the origins of African-American literary
traditions. Most of the poems express the effects of her religious and classical New England education,
consisting of elegies for the departed and odes to Christian salvation. This edition of Wheatley's historic
works includes letters and a biographical note written by one of the poet's descendants. Includes a selection
from the Common Core State Standards Initiative: "On Being Brought from Africa to America."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The first published African-American poet, Phillis Wheatley (1753-84) was born in West Africa, captured,
and sold as a slave to the Wheatley family of Boston. Educated alongside her master's children, Wheatley
achieved international renown with her initial poems but slipped into obscurity shortly afterward and died in
poverty.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

The event that you get from The Poems of Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir is the more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but The Poems of Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Poems of Phillis
Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir instantly.

Phyllis Callahan:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you looking at
a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Poems of
Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Kelsey Dehart:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The The Poems of Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir will give you a new experience in



examining a book.

Terry Crabtree:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Poems of Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir can make you experience more
interested to read.
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