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The book is the first systematic exploration of a series of phonological
phenomena previously thought to be unified under the rubric of syllable weight.
Drawing on a typological survey of 400 languages, it is shown that the traditional
conception that languages are internally consistent in their weight criteria across
weight-based processes is not corroborated by the cross-linguistic survey. Rather
than being consistent across phenomena within individual languages, weight
turns out to be sensitive to the particular processes involved such that different
phenomena display different distributions in weight criteria. The book goes on to
explore the motivations behind the process-specific nature of weight, showing
that phonetic factors explain much of the variation in weight criteria between
phenomena and also the variation in criteria between languages for a single
process. The book is unlike other studies in combining an extensive typological
survey with detailed phonetic analysis of many languages. The finding that the
widely studied phenomenon of syllable weight is not a unified phenomenon,
contrary to the established view, is a significant result for the field of theoretical
phonology. The book is also an important contribution to the field of
phonetically-driven phonology, since it establishes a close link between the
phonology of weight and various quantitative phonetic parameters.
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The book is the first systematic exploration of a series of phonological phenomena previously thought to be
unified under the rubric of syllable weight. Drawing on a typological survey of 400 languages, it is shown
that the traditional conception that languages are internally consistent in their weight criteria across weight-
based processes is not corroborated by the cross-linguistic survey. Rather than being consistent across
phenomena within individual languages, weight turns out to be sensitive to the particular processes involved
such that different phenomena display different distributions in weight criteria. The book goes on to explore
the motivations behind the process-specific nature of weight, showing that phonetic factors explain much of
the variation in weight criteria between phenomena and also the variation in criteria between languages for a
single process. The book is unlike other studies in combining an extensive typological survey with detailed
phonetic analysis of many languages. The finding that the widely studied phenomenon of syllable weight is
not a unified phenomenon, contrary to the established view, is a significant result for the field of theoretical
phonology. The book is also an important contribution to the field of phonetically-driven phonology, since it
establishes a close link between the phonology of weight and various quantitative phonetic parameters.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Matthew Gordon is an Associate Professor in the Linguistics Department at University of California, Santa
Barbara. He has published a number of articles dealing with topics related to the interface between phonetics
and phonology, stress and intonation, and the phonetic documentation of endangered languages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Syllable Weight: Phonetics, Phonology, Typology (Studies in Linguistics).

Dean Rakestraw:

This book untitled Syllable Weight: Phonetics, Phonology, Typology (Studies in Linguistics) to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Nathaniel Cornelius:

The book with title Syllable Weight: Phonetics, Phonology, Typology (Studies in Linguistics) has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people



likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Syllable Weight: Phonetics, Phonology, Typology
(Studies in Linguistics) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Syllable Weight: Phonetics, Phonology, Typology (Studies in
Linguistics) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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