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This original book brings a fascinating and accessible new account of the
tumultuous history of sexuality in Europe from the waning of Victorianism to the
collapse of Communism and the rise of European Islam. Although the twentieth
century is often called "the century of sex" and seen as an era of increasing
liberalization, Dagmar Herzog instead emphasizes the complexities and
contradictions in sexual desires and behaviours, the ambivalences surrounding
sexual freedom, and the difficulties encountered in securing sexual rights.
Incorporating the most recent scholarship on a broad range of conceptual
problems and national contexts, the book investigates the shifting fortunes of
marriage and prostitution, contraception and abortion, queer and straight
existence. It analyzes sexual violence in war and peace, the promotion of sexual
satisfaction in fascist and democratic societies, the role of eugenics and
disability, the politicization and commercialization of sex, and processes of
secularization and religious renewal.
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This original book brings a fascinating and accessible new account of the tumultuous history of sexuality in
Europe from the waning of Victorianism to the collapse of Communism and the rise of European Islam.
Although the twentieth century is often called "the century of sex" and seen as an era of increasing
liberalization, Dagmar Herzog instead emphasizes the complexities and contradictions in sexual desires and
behaviours, the ambivalences surrounding sexual freedom, and the difficulties encountered in securing
sexual rights. Incorporating the most recent scholarship on a broad range of conceptual problems and
national contexts, the book investigates the shifting fortunes of marriage and prostitution, contraception and
abortion, queer and straight existence. It analyzes sexual violence in war and peace, the promotion of sexual
satisfaction in fascist and democratic societies, the role of eugenics and disability, the politicization and
commercialization of sex, and processes of secularization and religious renewal.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Everything you always wanted to know about the 'century of sex' - here it is, beautifully written, admirably
strong in its analysis, compelling in its plea for different narratives that add ambivalences, conflicts and
shadow lines to what at first sight appears as a clear-cut story of liberalization." -Ute Frevert, Director of the
Max Planck Institute for Human Development, Berlin

"A masterly synthesis of sexuality's most extreme century. From prostitution to porn, from eugenics to
abortion, from homophobia to the gay liberation movement, or from 'sexual reform' in the 1920s to the return
of romance in a post-AIDS age, Dagmar Herzog's book convincingly demonstrates that sex is anything but
'natural.' This virtuoso account always links sex to politics, but its real merit is to give emotions, bodies, and
pleasures a history." -Philipp Sarasin, Professor of Modern History, University of Zurich

"Licit and illicit, gay and straight, it's all here, in Dagmar Herzog's bold and productive overview of a
century of sexual behaviors and beliefs.  Both the politicization of desire and the relation of sex to cardinal
values including love, consent, toleration, and personal autonomy figure in her canny treatment of national
similarities and differences in Europe. There is no better comparativist than Herzog to illuminate the
unexpected twists and turns of this composite history - a landmark in European synthesis and a must-read for
all historians of sexuality." -Nancy F. Cott, Jonathan Trumbull Professor of American History,
HarvardUniversity

"Herzog develops a sweeping analysis of the central role of sexual practices, cultures, politics, and violence
in a century of war, mass mobilization, and wrenching social conflict and change.  Her synthesis of the last
generation of historical research is especially valuable because of the significant new insights she derives by
considering together the histories of East and West, heterosexuality and homosexuality, and sexual liberalism
and conservatism. A model of both comparative and transnational history."  -George Chauncey, Professor of
History, Yale University

"fascinating history" -Andrew Moravcsik, Foreign Affairs

"Herzog's compelling, well-reasoned work adds nuance to understanding the history of sexuality.
Recommended." -Choice

About the Author
Dagmar Herzog is Professor of History and Daniel Rose Faculty Scholar at the Graduate Center, City
University of New York. Her previous publications include Sex after Fascism: Memory and Morality in
Twentieth-Century Germany (2005), Brutality and Desire: War and Sexuality in Europe's Twentieth Century
(as editor, 2009) and Sex in Crisis: The New Sexual Revolution and the Future of American Politics (2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bernard Woodley:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Sexuality in Europe: A
Twentieth-Century History (New Approaches to European History). All type of book would you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

John Minnis:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Sexuality in Europe: A Twentieth-Century History (New Approaches to
European History) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book features high quality.

Robert Thomas:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Sexuality in Europe: A Twentieth-Century History (New Approaches to European
History) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time
problems.

Richard Starkes:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Sexuality in Europe: A Twentieth-Century History
(New Approaches to European History) can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
Let us have Sexuality in Europe: A Twentieth-Century History (New Approaches to European History).
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