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Said K. Aburish presents an authoritative and timely book that explains the man
the Western world fears the most. Drawing on the author's knowledge of and
contacts with the Arab world, especially in Iraq, Said Aburish gives us an
accurate, compelling biography and psychological profile of the man the western
world fears most. The author worked with Saddam Hussein in the 1970s and is
therefore able to add dimension and personal experience to our understanding of
this remarkable dictator. The book includes an account of Saddam's series of
personal quests: for recognition after being orphaned and brought up by a
destitute uncle; for control of his country; for leadership in the Arab world; for
mastery in the technology of destruction.
This is the frightening story of how the man who, with the encouragement of
Western governments, made his country the most advanced in the Arab world in
the 1970s, and through personal ambition led it to disaster at the end of the
1980s, and now fights for its survival. Aburish's personal experience and
exclusive inside sources make this an important, unique and necessary look at
one of the most terrifying leaders in the world today.
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Said K. Aburish presents an authoritative and timely book that explains the man the Western world fears the
most. Drawing on the author's knowledge of and contacts with the Arab world, especially in Iraq, Said
Aburish gives us an accurate, compelling biography and psychological profile of the man the western world
fears most. The author worked with Saddam Hussein in the 1970s and is therefore able to add dimension and
personal experience to our understanding of this remarkable dictator. The book includes an account of
Saddam's series of personal quests: for recognition after being orphaned and brought up by a destitute uncle;
for control of his country; for leadership in the Arab world; for mastery in the technology of destruction.
This is the frightening story of how the man who, with the encouragement of Western governments, made
his country the most advanced in the Arab world in the 1970s, and through personal ambition led it to
disaster at the end of the 1980s, and now fights for its survival. Aburish's personal experience and exclusive
inside sources make this an important, unique and necessary look at one of the most terrifying leaders in the
world today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
There's a lot to be gleaned from this detailed, balanced biography of Saddam Husseinand there's a lot that's
controversial as well. A journalist who has worked as a consultant to the Iraqi government, Aburish
(Children of Bethany; Arafat: From Defender to Dictator) walks a tightrope, condemning the Iraqi dictator
while simultaneously criticizing the Westfirst Britain and then the United Statesfor what he sees as its
hypocritical policy in the Persian Gulf. He traces Saddam's life from a fatherless, impoverished childhood in
the town of Tikrit through his rise up the ranks of the Iraqi army after Iraq gained its independence in 1958
and his eventual stranglehold on power. Aburish attributes Saddam's rise to his ability to appeal to ordinary
Iraqis' desire to regain what they see as their great Mesopotamian past, although since the 1980-1988 Iran-
Iraq war, Aburish believes Saddam has lost the legitimate support of his people. But the real grist of this
biographywhich relies on Aburish's extensive contacts in the Arab worldcomes as the author addresses Iraq's
role in international affairs during the past decades. He builds a credible case that Iraq relied on American
technology to build its weapons program even before the Iran-Iraq warand that the American government
knew about it. America's flip-flops during that war and its conflicting signals to Iraq in the months preceding
Saddam's invasion of Kuwait are well known. Those interested in foreign policy will learn a great deal from
Aburish's knowledge of clandestine contactsand his appropriately dramatic but not sensational narrativeeven
if some are put off by his closing plea for an end to U.N. sanctions. 16 b&w photos.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
'A brilliant Arab-Western examination - by one uniquely placed - of the psychology and makeup of one of
the world's political phenomena, in clear historical context, written with pace, detail, and a host of witnesses
and sources' SUNDAY TRIBUNE 'Powerful. Aburish provides shameful details of Western complicity,
cynical and mostly clandestine, in Saddam's reign of terror' HERALD 'The hypocrisy and amorality of
Western policy make uncomfortable reading Aburish's unmatched contacts in the Middle East enable him to
provide a rare glimpse into the secret world of Saddam. A chilling biography' OBSERVER

From the Publisher
In Saddam Hussein: The Politics of Revenge, the author draws on his own knowledge of and extensive
contacts within the Arab world to produce a penetrating psychological profile of the most notorious and
unpredictable man in the world today. He explains that Saddam¹s life has been marked by a series of
personal quests: for recognition after being orphaned and raised by a destitute uncle; for control of his
country; for leadership of the Arab world; and for mastery of the technology of destruction. A man who, with
the encouragement of Western governments, made his country the most advanced in the Middle East in the
1970s, and through personal ambition led it to disaster at the end of the 1980s, now fights for its survival.
Saïd K. Aburish has been a consultant to two Arab governments; among his books are Children of Bethany
and Arafat: From Defender to Dictator.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Malissa Conlin:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Saddam Hussein: The Politics of Revenge has been making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The book Saddam Hussein: The Politics of Revenge is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Saddam Hussein: The
Politics of Revenge. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Alan Dean:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Saddam Hussein: The Politics of Revenge as
the daily resource information.

Amanda Bernard:

Beside this particular Saddam Hussein: The Politics of Revenge in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Saddam Hussein: The Politics of Revenge because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen
if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Kirk Thomas:

This Saddam Hussein: The Politics of Revenge is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Saddam Hussein: The
Politics of Revenge can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.
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