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"When Americans say Vietnam, they don't mean Vietnam."

In hislong-overdue first collection of essays, noted journalist and NPR
commentator Andrew Lam explores his lifelong struggle for identity asa Viet
Kieu, or aViethamese national living abroad. At age eleven, Lam, the son of a
South Viethamese general, came to California on the eve of the fall of Saigonto
communist forces. He traded his Vietnamese name for a more American one and
immersed himself in the allure of the American dream: something not clearly
defined for him or his family.

Reflecting on the meanings of the Vietham War to the Viethamese people
themselves--particularly to those in exile--Lam picks with searing honesty at the
roots of his doubleness and his parents' longing for a homeland that no longer
exists.

Winner of the 2006 PEN/Beyond Margins Award
A Book Sense Notable Book December 2005
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"When Americans say Vietham, they don't mean Vietnam."

In hislong-overdue first collection of essays, noted journalist and NPR commentator Andrew Lam explores
hislifelong struggle for identity as a Viet Kieu, or aVietnamese national living abroad. At age eleven, Lam,
the son of a South Vietnamese general, came to California on the eve of the fall of Saigon to communist
forces. He traded his Vietnamese name for a more American one and immersed himself in the alure of the
American dream: something not clearly defined for him or his family.

Reflecting on the meanings of the Vietham War to the Vietnamese people themselves--particularly to those
in exile--Lam picks with searing honesty at the roots of his doubleness and his parents' longing for a
homeland that no longer exists.

Winner of the 2006 PEN/Beyond Margins Award
A Book Sense Notable Book December 2005
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Editorial Review

Review
"Lam shatters the assumptions of readers who have encountered the Vietnam experience only through
American pop culture....He writes with the delicacy and intensity of a poet.”--Los Angeles Times Book
Review

"Andrew Lam writes with the honesty of atrue journalist and the feeling of a born storyteller. On his many
journeys between Vietnam and the U.S., he seesfirst-hand the global consequences of war. Perfume Dreams
isameaningful book for our times."--Maxine Hong Kingston, author of The Fifth Book of Peace and Woman
Warrior

"Much will be made--and rightly so--of the eloquent commentary Andrew Lam'’s essays provide on Vietnam
and the Vietnamese. But his collected essays have afar deeper reach. Lam brilliantly illuminates the
universal issues of self and home and human striving. Andrew Lam speaks to each of us quite individualy
and personally, with wit and compassion, about the things that connect us all at the deepest level. Perfume
Dreamsis afascinating and important book by atruly gifted writer."--Robert Olen Buitler, author of the
Pulitzer Prize-winning A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain

“"Lam paints unforgettable portraits of the horror of refugee camps, a father who was once a three-star
general, and arebellious son who finally finds his own home, not in Vietnam or United States, but in the
country of story."--Maria Hummel, author of Wilderness Run

"As afirst-generation Viethamese American, Lam is able to write about the full spectrum of the Vietnamese
immigrant experience, ranging from memories of idyllic childhood in Saigon to his family's painful post-war
exilein America. Lam'sinsightsinto Asian American life are reflected in candid, witty anecdotes that reveal
much about the difficulties of living in two cultures.” --Audrey Magazine

In this powerful collection of essays, Lam, a syndicated columnist and National Public Radio commentator,
explores hisidentity asaViet Kieu (aVietnamese national living abroad) residing in the United States. On
April 28, 1975, 11-year-old Lam and his family fled Saigon aboard a crowded C130 cargo plane just two
days before the fall of Saigon to Communist forces (a day Lam would come to know as an "American
rebirth™). His father, a respected South Viethamese general, followed soon after, reuniting with the family in
California, where they would begin at the bottom rung as they struggled to fulfill the American Dream.
Looking deep within himself and hisfellow Viet Kieu, Lam seeks to "marry two otherwise dissimilar and
often conflicting narratives." He cites cultural critic Edward Said as he shows that to transcend one's national
limits one must not reject attachments to the past but work through them. Lam, who grows to realize that
homeis"portableif oneisin commune with one's soul,” embraces the journey of self-discovery and
concludes that one'sidentity is not fixed but "open-ended.” What results is a cohesive presentation with
broad appeal, allowing non-Viet Kieu to understand Lam's experiences. --Library Journal

About the Author

Andrew Lam is an editor and cofounder of New America Media, an association of over two thousand ethnic
media outletsin America. His essays have appeared in dozens of newspapers and magazines across the
country, and his short stories are anthologized widely. Followed by afilm crew back to his homeland,
Vietnam, he was featured in the documentary My Journey Home, which aired nationwide on PBS in 2004.



His book Perfume Dreams. Reflections on the Viethamese Diaspora won a PEN American Beyond Margins
award in 2006. Lam currently livesin San Francisco.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frances Carlton:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do that.
It said that about book. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardin
deinfancia until university need this Perfume Dreams: Reflections on the Vietnamese Diasporato read.

Mar sha Bridges:

Here thing why this kind of Perfume Dreams: Reflections on the Vietnamese Diaspora are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Perfume Dreams: Reflections on the
Vietnamese Diaspora giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no guide that similar with Perfume Dreams. Reflections on the Viethamese Diaspora. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even

in your technigue home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Perfume Dreams: Reflections on the Vietnamese Diasporain e-book can be your option.

VirginiaKang:

Now aday folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many peopleto
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Perfume Dreams: Reflections on
the Vietnamese Diaspora book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the dataiin this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

David Gilbert:

This Perfume Dreams: Reflections on the Vietnamese Diasporais completely new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Perfume
Dreams: Reflections on the Viethamese Diaspora can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them



feel deepy even dizzy thisreserveisthe answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So, don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life aswell as knowledge.
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