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Among the most celebrated plays of ancient Athens, Oedipus the King is one of
seven surviving dramas by the great Greek playwright, Sophocles, now available
from Harper Perennial in a vivid and dynamic new translation by award-winning
poet Robert Bagg. Praised by Aristotle as the pinnacle of Greek drama, Oedipus
the King is the ancient world’s most shocking and memorable tragedy; the story
of Thebes’s resilient hero and his royal family brought to hellish ruin by fate,
manipulation of the Olympian gods, and all-too-human weakness. This is
Sophocles, vibrant and alive, for a new generation.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Sophocles' most profound and celebrated play in a vivid and dynamic new translation by award-winning poet
Robert Bagg

Oedipus the King remains, after 2,500 years, a shocking, suspenseful, and highly emotional drama in which a
royal family is brought to hellish ruin by fate, an inscrutable god, and the kindness of a stranger.

Oedipus must find and destroy the murderer of his predecessor, King Laios, to rid Thebes of the plague
caused by the killer's undetected and malignant presence. The play's headlong action resembles a tautly
woven criminal investigation, but one whose immense stakes pose a host of wrenching and still unresolved
questions: What constitutes human guilt? Why do gods punish the innocent? What are the limits of human
intellect? Why do family bonds so often prove destructive?

Robert Bagg's spare, idiomatic, and nuanced translation is ideally suited for reading, teaching, or performing.
This is Sophocles for a new generation.

About the Author
Robert Bagg is the author of five books of poetry, including Madonna of the Cello, a finalist for the Pulitzer
Prize and the National Book Award. Prix de Rome, Guggenheim, Rockefeller, NEA, and NEH fellowships
have supported his projects. Bagg's translations of Euripides and Sophocles have been staged in more than
60 productions worldwide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can do this.
It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería
until university need this particular Oedipus the King: A New Translation to read.

Wesley McFarland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Oedipus the King: A New Translation
reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Oedipus the King: A New Translation as good book but not
only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its



include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Judith Mandel:

This Oedipus the King: A New Translation is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Oedipus the King: A New Translation in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Jeffrey David:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Oedipus the King: A New Translation we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Oedipus the King: A New
Translation. You can more inviting than now.
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