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Between 1900 and 1950 the British state amassed a huge collection of over 800
historic buildings, monuments, and sites and opened them to the public.  This
engaging book explains why the extraordinary collecting frenzy took place,
locating it in the fragile and nostalgic atmosphere of the interwar years,
dominated by neo-romanticism and cultural protectionism. The government’s
activities were mirrored by the establishment of dozens of voluntary bodies,
including the Council for the Protection of Rural England, the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings, and the National Trust. Men from the Ministry
sets all this activity, for the first time, in its political, economic and cultural
contexts, painting a picture of a country traumatized by war, fearful of losing
what was left of its history, and a government that actively set out to protect
them. It dissects a government program that established a modern state on deep
historical and rural roots.
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Editorial Review

Review

"State ownership makes conservation political and Thurley knows his cannot help but be a political book"
Rosemary Hill, Sunday Telegraph.

(Rosemary Hill Sunday Telegraph 2013-06-23)

"The historic built environment demands parity of esteem, Simon argues, and he ends the book by putting
the case for tax relief in return for public access to help the owners of historic property to meet their
maintenance costs. The two are intimately linked: many recent sales of works of art have been the result of
the owners of great houses selling in order to undertake much-needed building repairs." Salon.
(Salon 2013-06-17)

“In this absorbing book, the chief executive of English Heritage explores how, between 1900 and 1950, the
British state amassed more than 800 buildings, monuments and historic sites and gave the public access to
them.  Thurley is a well-placed guide to the characters who enabled this collecting spree and to the
challenges that they faced; he tells a vivid story of how the country successfully established a vast open-air
museum” – Apollo Magazine, 1st July 2013

(Apollo Magazine 2013-07-01)

"Everyone involved with looking after historic buildings today. . .should read Simon Thurley’s. . .well-
researched and readable book [...]. Dr Thurley, as the chief executive of English Heritage since 2003 – and a
former Director of the Museum of London and Curator of Historic Royal Palaces – is in an exceptional
position to tell this tale, which he does at a cracking pace."—Jeremy Musson, Historic House
(Jeremy Musson Historic House 2013-11-01)

“. . .[This] is a timely book documenting the long and passionate struggle for preserving historic buildings
and sites.”—R. C. Richardson, THES (R. C. Richardson THES 2014-03-06)

‘Thurley’s text [is] knowledgeable, subtle, supple, by turns celebratory and sardonic.’—David Lowenthal,
TLS (David Lowenthal, TLS 2014-06-20)

About the Author

Simon Thurley is the Chief Executive of English Heritage. He was formerly the Director of the Museum of
London, and the Curator of Historic Royal Palaces.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alysa Appel:

The book Men from the Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Men from the
Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
available and read a book Men from the Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Christopher Hartwick:

Beside this Men from the Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community.
It is good thing to have Men from the Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it
from right now!

Clifford Stoner:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Men from the Ministry: How Britain Saved Its
Heritage was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Men from the
Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading which.

Dwight Richardson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Men from the Ministry: How Britain
Saved Its Heritage.
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