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This is the first scholarly work to examine the cultural significance of the
"talking book" since the invention of the phonograph in 1877, the earliest
machine to enable the reproduction of the human voice. Recent advances in
sound technology make this an opportune moment to reflect on the evolution of
our reading practices since this remarkable invention. Some questions addressed
by the collection include: How does auditory literature adapt printed texts? What
skills in close listening are necessary for its reception?

What are the social consequences of new listening technologies? In sum, the
essays gathered together by this collection explore the extent to which the
audiobook enables us not just to hear literature but to hear it in new ways.
Bringing together a set of reflections on the enrichments and impoverishments of
the reading experience brought about by developments in sound technology, this
collection spans the earliest adaptations of printed texts into sound by Charles
Dickens, Thomas Hardy, and other novelists from the late nineteenth century to
recordings by contemporary figures such as Toni Morrison and Barack Obama at
the turn of the twenty-first century. As the voices gathered here suggest, it is time
to give a hearing to one of the most talked about new media of the past century.
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This is the first scholarly work to examine the cultural significance of the "talking book" since the invention
of the phonograph in 1877, the earliest machine to enable the reproduction of the human voice. Recent
advances in sound technology make this an opportune moment to reflect on the evolution of our reading
practices since this remarkable invention. Some questions addressed by the collection include: How does
auditory literature adapt printed texts? What skills in close listening are necessary for its reception?

What are the social consequences of new listening technologies? In sum, the essays gathered together by this
collection explore the extent to which the audiobook enables us not just to hear literature but to hear it in new
ways. Bringing together a set of reflections on the enrichments and impoverishments of the reading
experience brought about by developments in sound technology, this collection spans the earliest adaptations
of printed texts into sound by Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, and other novelists from the late nineteenth
century to recordings by contemporary figures such as Toni Morrison and Barack Obama at the turn of the
twenty-first century. As the voices gathered here suggest, it is time to give a hearing to one of the most
talked about new media of the past century.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Matthew Rubery is Lecturer in Nineteenth-Century Literature at Queen Mary, University of London. He is
the author of The Novelty of Newspapers: Victorian Fiction after the Invention of the News (Oxford, 2009),
which won the European Society for the Study of English (ESSE) First Book Award 2010. His article "Play
It Again, Sam Weller: New Digital Audiobooks and Old Ways of Reading" appeared in the Journal of
Victorian Culture in 2008.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vera Velez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Audiobooks, Literature,
and Sound Studies (Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies) book because this book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Pamela Brock:

This Audiobooks, Literature, and Sound Studies (Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies) are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Audiobooks,
Literature, and Sound Studies (Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies) can be among the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Audiobooks, Literature, and
Sound Studies (Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies) giving you an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Patricia Northcutt:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Audiobooks,
Literature, and Sound Studies (Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Audiobooks, Literature, and
Sound Studies (Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies)is a single of several books in which



everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Kathleen Carroll:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Audiobooks, Literature, and Sound Studies (Routledge
Research in Cultural and Media Studies) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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