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This concise undergraduate textbook brings together Earth and biological
sciences to explore the co-evolution of the Earth and life over geological time.
Written for a one-semester course, it explores the Earth system at and above the
surface of the Earth by examining the interactions and feedback processes
between the geosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere and biosphere. It also explains
how the Earth's surface environment involves a complex interplay between these
systems. Through a wealth of features and student questioning, the book allows
students to understand how physical controls make our planet hospitable for life,
investigate the processes of global change that operate on a range of timescales,
understand important cross-disciplinary connections and explore how the whole
Earth system has evolved. Finally, it assesses how and why the climate of the
Earth has varied over geological time, and considers whether life itself is passive
or an active agent for change.
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This concise undergraduate textbook brings together Earth and biological sciences to explore the co-
evolution of the Earth and life over geological time. Written for a one-semester course, it explores the Earth
system at and above the surface of the Earth by examining the interactions and feedback processes between
the geosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere and biosphere. It also explains how the Earth's surface environment
involves a complex interplay between these systems. Through a wealth of features and student questioning,
the book allows students to understand how physical controls make our planet hospitable for life, investigate
the processes of global change that operate on a range of timescales, understand important cross-disciplinary
connections and explore how the whole Earth system has evolved. Finally, it assesses how and why the
climate of the Earth has varied over geological time, and considers whether life itself is passive or an active
agent for change.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This innovative Earth science textbook provides a thoroughly new way to look at the history of Earth and
life. The pedagogic aspects are particularly well thought through and current research case studies, engaging
questions, and practical examples will be beneficial to both students and instructors.' Mike Benton, Professor
of Vertebrate Palaeontology, University of Bristol

About the Author
Charles Cockell is Professor of Microbiology at The Open University, Milton Keynes, UK. His academic
interests lie in geomicrobiology, astrobiology and space exploration and he has undertaken expeditions to the
Arctic and Antarctic, among other places, to study life in extreme environments. Professor Cockell has
written and edited six other books including Impossible Extinction (Cambridge University Press, 2003).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Walker:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve An Introduction to the Earth-Life System will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Lois Maestas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this An Introduction to the Earth-Life System
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation An Introduction to the Earth-Life System as good book
not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by
its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Kathryn Cortez:

This An Introduction to the Earth-Life System is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some
information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this An Introduction to the Earth-Life System
can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These



books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Patricia Ramirez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but novel and An Introduction to the Earth-Life System
as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes An Introduction to the Earth-Life System to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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