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Steinbeck and Capa’s account of their journey through Cold War Russia is
a classic piece of reportage and travel writing.

 

Just after the Iron Curtain fell on Eastern Europe, Pulitzer Prize-winning author
John Steinbeck and acclaimed war photographer Robert Capa ventured into the
Soviet Union to report for the New York Herald Tribune. This rare opportunity
took the famous travelers not only to Moscow and Stalingrad – now Volgograd –
but through the countryside of the Ukraine and the Caucasus. Hailed by the New
York Times as "superb" when it first appeared in 1948, A Russian Journal is the
distillation of their journey and remains a remarkable memoir and unique
historical document.

What they saw and movingly recorded in words and on film was what Steinbeck
called "the great other side there … the private life of the Russian people."
Unlike other Western reporting about Russia at the time, A Russian Journal is
free of ideological obsessions. Rather, Steinbeck and Capa recorded the grim
realities of factory workers, government clerks, and peasants, as they emerged
from the rubble of World War II—represented here in Capa’s stirring
photographs alongside Steinbeck’s masterful prose. Through it all, we are given
intimate glimpses of two artists at the height of their powers, answering their
need to document human struggle. This edition features an introduction by
Steinbeck scholar Susan Shillinglaw.

 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
After the Iron Curtain was established following World War II, Steinbeck, along with photographer Bob
Capa, ventured into the Soviet Union on behalf of the New York Herald Tribune. This 1948 volume collects
the full run of his reports with numerous pictures.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
Steinbeck and Capa's account of their journey through Cold War Russia is a classic piece of reportage and
travel writing

Just after the Iron Curtain fell on Eastern Europe, Pulitzer Prize -- winning author John Steinbeck and
acclaimed war photographer Robert Capa ventured into the Soviet Union to report for the New York Herald
Tribune. This rare opportunity took the famous travelers not only to Moscow and Stalingrad -- now
Volgograd -- but through the countryside of the Ukraine and the Caucasus. Hailed by the New York Times
as "superb" when it first appeared in 1948, A Russian Journal is the distillation of their journey and remains
a remarkable memoir and unique historical document.

What they saw and movingly recorded in words and on film was what Steinbeck called "the great other side
there ... [the] private life of the Russian people". Unlike other Western reporting about Russia at the time, A
Russian Journal is free of ideological obsessions. Rather, Steinbeck and Capa recorded the grim realities of
factory workers, government clerks, and peasants, as they emerged from the rubble of World War II.
Through it all, we are given intimate glimpses of two artists at the height of their powers, answering their
need to document human struggle.

About the Author
John Steinbeck, born in Salinas, California, in 1902, grew up in a fertile agricultural valley, about twenty-
five miles from the Pacific Coast. Both the valley and the coast would serve as settings for some of his best
fiction. In 1919 he went to Stanford University, where he intermittently enrolled in literature and writing
courses until he left in 1925 without taking a degree. During the next five years he supported himself as a
laborer and journalist in New York City, all the time working on his first novel, Cup of Gold (1929).
 
After marriage and a move to Pacific Grove, he published two California books, The Pastures of
Heaven (1932) and To a God Unknown (1933), and worked on short stories later collected in The Long
Valley (1938). Popular success and financial security came only with Tortilla Flat (1935), stories about
Monterey’s paisanos. A ceaseless experimenter throughout his career, Steinbeck changed courses regularly.
Three powerful novels of the late 1930s focused on the California laboring class: In Dubious
Battle (1936), Of Mice and Men (1937), and the book considered by many his finest, The Grapes of
Wrath (1939). The Grapes of Wrath won both the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize in 1939.
 
Early in the 1940s, Steinbeck became a filmmaker with The Forgotten Village (1941) and a serious student
of marine biology with Sea of Cortez (1941). He devoted his services to the war, writing Bombs Away
(1942) and the controversial play-novelette The Moon is Down (1942).Cannery Row (1945), The Wayward
Bus (1948), another experimental drama, Burning Bright(1950), and The Log from the Sea of Cortez (1951)
preceded publication of the monumental East of Eden (1952), an ambitious saga of the Salinas Valley and



his own family’s history.
 
The last decades of his life were spent in New York City and Sag Harbor with his third wife, with whom he
traveled widely. Later books include Sweet Thursday (1954), The Short Reign of Pippin IV: A
Fabrication (1957), Once There Was a War (1958), The Winter of Our Discontent (1961),Travels with
Charley in Search of America (1962), America and Americans (1966), and the posthumously
published Journal of a Novel: The East of Eden Letters (1969), Viva Zapata!(1975), The Acts of King Arthur
and His Noble Knights (1976), and Working Days: The Journals of The Grapes of Wrath (1989).
 
Steinbeck received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1962, and, in 1964, he was presented with the United
States Medal of Freedom by President Lyndon B. Johnson. Steinbeck died in New York in 1968. Today,
more than thirty years after his death, he remains one of America's greatest writers and cultural figures. 

Susan Shillinglaw is a professor of English San Jose State University. She is the author of On Reading the
Grapes of Wrath and Carol and John Steinbeck: Portrait of a Marriage.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Derek Winter:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's why,
by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of A Russian Journal (Classic, 20th-
Century, Penguin) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Sara Love:

This A Russian Journal (Classic, 20th-Century, Penguin) are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Russian Journal (Classic, 20th-Century, Penguin) can
be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this A
Russian Journal (Classic, 20th-Century, Penguin) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Paul Ring:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can



spent all day long to reading a book. The book A Russian Journal (Classic, 20th-Century, Penguin) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book offers high quality.

Fran Short:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book A Russian Journal (Classic, 20th-Century,
Penguin) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Russian Journal
(Classic, 20th-Century, Penguin) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that.
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