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A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and
lives since it burst onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-
breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, and the redemptive power of
storytelling. 

 
The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross,
Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the
character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father
and writer at the age of forty-three.
 
Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in
creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues
to challenge readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace,
courage and fear and longing.
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A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto the
literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, and
the redemptive power of storytelling. 

 
The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley,
Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in
Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of forty-three.
 
Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in creative writing—it has become
required reading for any American and continues to challenge readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction,
war and peace, courage and fear and longing.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"They carried all the emotional baggage of men who might die. Grief, terror, love, longing--these were
intangibles, but the intangibles had their own mass and specific gravity, they had tangible weight. They
carried shameful memories. They carried the common secret of cowardice.... Men killed, and died, because
they were embarrassed not to."

A finalist for both the 1990 Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award, The Things They
Carried marks a subtle but definitive line of demarcation between Tim O'Brien's earlier works about
Vietnam, the memoir If I Die in a Combat Zone and the fictional Going After Cacciato, and this sly, almost
hallucinatory book that is neither memoir nor novel nor collection of short stories but rather an artful
combination of all three. Vietnam is still O'Brien's theme, but in this book he seems less interested in the war
itself than in the myriad different perspectives from which he depicts it. Whereas Going After Cacciato
played with reality, The Things They Carried plays with truth. The narrator of most of these stories is "Tim";
yet O'Brien freely admits that many of the events he chronicles in this collection never really happened. He
never killed a man as "Tim" does in "The Man I Killed," and unlike Tim in "Ambush," he has no daughter
named Kathleen. But just because a thing never happened doesn't make it any less true. In "On the Rainy
River," the character Tim O'Brien responds to his draft notice by driving north, to the Canadian border where
he spends six days in a deserted lodge in the company of an old man named Elroy while he wrestles with the
choice between dodging the draft or going to war. The real Tim O'Brien never drove north, never found
himself in a fishing boat 20 yards off the Canadian shore with a decision to make. The real Tim O'Brien
quietly boarded the bus to Sioux Falls and was inducted into the United States Army. But the truth of "On
the Rainy River" lies not in facts but in the genuineness of the experience it depicts: both Tims went to a war
they didn't believe in; both considered themselves cowards for doing so. Every story in The Things They
Carried speaks another truth that Tim O'Brien learned in Vietnam; it is this blurred line between truth and
reality, fact and fiction, that makes his book unforgettable. --Alix Wilber

From Publishers Weekly
Weapons and good-luck charms carried by U.S. soldiers in Vietnam here represent survival, lost innocence
and the war's interminable legacy. "O'Brien's meditations--on war and memory, on darkness and light--
suffuse the entire work with a kind of poetic form, making for a highly original, fully realized novel," said
PW. 60,000 first printing.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Winner of a National Book Award in 1979 for Going After Cacciato ( LJ 12/15/77), O'Brien again shows his
literary stuff with this brilliant collection of short stories, many of which have won literary recognition
(several appeared in O. Henry Awards' collections and Best American Short Stories ). Each of the 22 tales
relates the exploits and personalities of a fictional platoon of American soldiers in Vietnam. An acutely
painful reading experience, this collection should be read as a book and not a mere selection of stories
reprinted from magazines. Not since Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse - Five ( LJ 3/1/69) has the American
soldier been portrayed with such poignance and sincerity. Literary Guild featured alternate. Previewed in
Prepub Alert, LJ 11/15/89.
- Mark Annichiarico, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brad Black:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Things They Carried will make you to be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which
open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Daryl Biddle:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Things They Carried to
read.

Lauren Clarke:

This The Things They Carried are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The main reason of this The Things They Carried can be on the list of great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Things They Carried forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Oscar Barr:

This The Things They Carried is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Things They Carried in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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