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The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics offers a critical survey of the field
of empirical political science through the collection of a set of chapters written
by 48 top scholars in the discipline of comparative politics. Part I includes
chapters surveying the key research methodologies employed in comparative
politics (the comparative method; the use of history; the practice and status of
case-study research; the contributions of field research) and assessing the
possibility of constructing a science of comparative politics. Parts II to IV
examine the foundations of political order: the origins of states and the extent to
which they relate to war and to economic development; the sources of
compliance or political obligation among citizens; democratic transitions, the role
of civic culture; authoritarianism; revolutions; civil wars and contentious politics.
Parts V and VI explore the mobilization, representation and coordination of
political demands. Part V considers why parties emerge, the forms they take and
the ways in which voters choose parties. It then includes chapters on collective
action, social movements and political participation. Part VI opens up with
essays on the mechanisms through which political demands are aggregated and
coordinated. This sets the agenda to the systematic exploration of the workings
and effects of particular institutions: electoral systems, federalism, legislative-
executive relationships, the judiciary and bureaucracy. Finally, Part VII is
organized around the burgeoning literature on macropolitical economy of the last
two decades.
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The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics offers a critical survey of the field of empirical political
science through the collection of a set of chapters written by 48 top scholars in the discipline of comparative
politics. Part I includes chapters surveying the key research methodologies employed in comparative politics
(the comparative method; the use of history; the practice and status of case-study research; the contributions
of field research) and assessing the possibility of constructing a science of comparative politics. Parts II to IV
examine the foundations of political order: the origins of states and the extent to which they relate to war and
to economic development; the sources of compliance or political obligation among citizens; democratic
transitions, the role of civic culture; authoritarianism; revolutions; civil wars and contentious politics. Parts V
and VI explore the mobilization, representation and coordination of political demands. Part V considers why
parties emerge, the forms they take and the ways in which voters choose parties. It then includes chapters on
collective action, social movements and political participation. Part VI opens up with essays on the
mechanisms through which political demands are aggregated and coordinated. This sets the agenda to the
systematic exploration of the workings and effects of particular institutions: electoral systems, federalism,
legislative-executive relationships, the judiciary and bureaucracy. Finally, Part VII is organized around the
burgeoning literature on macropolitical economy of the last two decades.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This comprehensive work...provides a thorough and contemporary examination of the field of comparative
politics and various central questions within it...there is more than enough material here (including detailed
references) to keep scholars and bring graduate students completely up to date; indeed the analyses are often
cutting edge. Lastly, inasmuch as this handbook series aspires to shape the discipline and not just describe it,
many chapters in this handbook usefully conclude with a precise outline of the future research agenda as
seen by the author."--Politics Studies Review

"Two visionary editors--who see clearly where research in comparative politics is heading--and a star-
studded cast of authors who are acknowledged masters of their fields make this Oxford Handbook an
accurate compass for those who wish to be brought to the frontiers of comparative research."--David D.
Laitin, James T. Watkins IV and Elise V. Watkins Professor of Political Science at Stanford University

About the Author

Carles Boix is Professor of Politics and Public Affairs at Princeton University. He has written the books
Political Parties, Growth and Equality (1998) and Democracy and Redistribution (2003). Both books won
the American Political Science Association Award for the best book on political economy. Boix has also
published articles in leading journals including American Political Science Review, American Journal of
Political Science, British Journal of Political Science, Journal of Law, Economics and Organization,
International Organization, and World Politics.

Susan Stokes is a John S. Saden Professor of Political Science and director of the Yale Program on
Democracy. Her research has been supported by the National Science Foundation, the Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation, the MacArthur Foundation, the American Philosophical Society, and the Russell Sage
Foundation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford
Handbooks). Try to stumble through book The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford
Handbooks) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside



that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Robert Hicks:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Politics (Oxford Handbooks) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal
book with you?

John Edwards:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Politics (Oxford Handbooks) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

David Burch:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics
(Oxford Handbooks) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book
and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford
Handbooks) can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing
of their time.
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